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T IS often said that seeing is believing. Church 

arid Sunday-school workers are not likely to be- 

lieve that your product is the thing they need unless 

they see it mentioned in the advertising columns of 

the periodicals they read. And The Sunday School 

Times offers you the largest constituency of such. 
readers. 














Messages of Love 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


T HAS been such a long, such a trying day; 
I am weary and worn tonight, 
And I thank the dear Lord, as I kneel to pray, 
That my bed is so soft and white. 
But sweeter far the resting of the soul on words divine ,— 
«‘ Fear not, Ihave redeemed thee, fear not, ’? for «‘ Thou 
art mine.” 


I awaken at morn with a heart of dread 
To a day that I know will bring 
Me a task that is hard. At the road ahead 
Fails my courage, a feeble thing. 
Then comes the voice of Jesus on whom my trust is 
stayed,— 


_ Let not your heart be troubled, for let it be afraid. ”’ 


There are storms I must meet, there are struggles sore, 
There is pain, there is loneliness ; 

But my Master has trodden this way before, 

And the Comforter comes to bless, 

Recalling words of Jesus, Jesus my Lord and Friend,— 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end.”’ 








The Closed Book 


There is unspeakable blessing in Christ’s closing 
of a certain book. The Lord once preached an im- 
mortal sermon on the Sabbath day in the-synagogue at 
Nazareth, He was handed the book of the prophet 
Isaiah to read. He opened it, found the place that he 
wanted, and read. It was Isaiah’s sixty-first chapter, 
the first two verses. The first verse is a long one, and 
he read it through. The second verse is a short one, 
and he did not read it through. He stopped short at 
a-comma before he had reached the middle of the verse. 
“And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the 
minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him.” It was 
one of the most thrilling moments in the history of 
the world. Why did the Lord close the book before 
he finished the second verse? Because he knew that 
the rest of that verse told of “the day of vengeance 
of our God,” and he knew that that day had not yet 
come. The earlier part of the verse, and the lIcng 
verse preceding, tell of God’s grace, mercy, forgive- 
ness, deliverance to captives, sight to the blind, liberty 
for those’ in bondage, “the gospel to the poor.” And 
the book that Christ closed that day has remained 
closed, thank God, ever since! Not the book of Isa- 
iah,— that is wide open for all who will read; a 


black man from Ethiopia was saved by it a few years 
later. But the book of she day of vengeance of our 
God is closed, still. We are living in the day of God’s 
grace, still. We are in the day of the Good News. All 
who will may be saved today. “The acceptable year 
ef the Lord” which Christ preached that day in Naz- 
areth has already lasted nineteen hundred years. It 
may not last much longer. The book of God’s ven- 
geance will have to be opened. The book of grace will 
have to be closed. But what are we doing in this 
“acceptable year”? Have we received God’s grace 
through Christ;° are we ourselves saved? Are we 
telling others, to the uttermost part of the earth, that 
they may be saved by grace while the book is still 


closed ? 
=< 
Really Seeing Sin 


No sinner ever really sees sin until he sees Christ. 
The sight of Christ opens our eyes to sin. We can see 
sin after a fashion without seeing Christ; there is 
plenty of evidence, on every side and within, of sin’s 
wrecking, poisoning, destroying power. But the natu- 
ral man’s vision of sin is veiled until Christ takes 
the veil away. When, some glorious day, Christ 
works some mighty miracle for us, then we know what 
sin is. He did this for Peter. Simon had been fish- 
ing all night. and.-had ‘taken nothing, The Lord told 
him to launch out into the deep, and let down his nets 
for a draught. Protesting but obeying, Simon did 
this at Christ’s word. Then.came such a miraculous 
draught of fishes that the net broke; Simon and his 
helpers had to call for their partners in another boat 
to come and help them; and the fish filled both boats 
so that they began to sink, Yes, it was sheer miracle. 
There must have been more fish in one catch than 
Simon had ever seen before in his life. But he did 
not see the fish now; he saw only his own sin. He 
did not congratulate himself on his skill in fishing. He 
was not proud in the supposition that he obviously 
deserved great favor from Christ, and that_this was 
the reason for the miracle. No; Simon Peter just 


broke. After recording the miraculous draught of 
fishes, the English version of the ere -oy reads, 
“When Simon Peter saw it.” But the word “it” is not 
in the original, which reads: “When Simon Peter 
saw, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from 
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” (Luke 5:8). 
Simon was seeing something more than fish: he saw his 
Lord and his own sin. The more Christ does for us, - 
the more keenly we realize our sinfulness and un- 
worthiness. Have we really seen our sin yet? 


— 


Which Is Our Prayer ? 


Would all men worship Christ if he should appear 
before them? They did not in his day, and men are 
not different today. They took sides then for and 
against Christ, and they are doing so now. Heavenly 
riches, such as Christ offers us, sometimes mean earthly 
poverty, — and there are people who do not like that. 
In Gadara the Lord cast a legion of unclean demons 
out of a wretched man who had been living in the 
tombs, and the demoniac was made free, and’ clean, 
and quiet, and joyous. The demons went into a herd 
of swine, which ran into the sea and were killed, 
Then the people of Gadara “begati to pray him 
{Christ] to depart out of their coasts’ (Mark 5:17). 
If they could. not have Christ and their pigs, they 
wanted none of Christ; they preferred the swine, 
which meant money making. At another time the 
Lord, at Capernaum, healed all the sick who were 
brought to him; and cast out demons from many. 
And when he withdrew from that place “the people 
sought him, and came unto him, and: stayed him, that 
he should not depart from them” (Luke 4:42). Few 
today would deliberately ask Christ to leave them; 
but many, without realizing jit, are doing just that as 
they hold on to their “swine” of any sort, —sin, self- 
ishness, covetousness, all that separates from. him. 
Which is our prayer? Do we “pray him to depart,” 
or do we seek him, and stay him, “that he should not 
depart”? 


. The Life That Is a Tower 


66 ICH of you intends to build a tower?” 
That is a question that the Lord Jesus asked 
in one of his pointed talks to the multitudes 

that followed him. Two thousand years before that 

a company of people had said one to another, “Let us 

build us . . . a tower, whose top may reach unto 

heaven.” In a real sense the Lord would ask any 
company of young people today the question he put 
to that great crowd who listened to his words, “Which 
of you intends to build a tower?” Our youpg people 
today deny any idea of erecting a monument like 
that of Bunker Hill or other shafts famous in his- 
tory, yet many are saying the same thing that those 

Babel builders did early in human history: “Let 

us make us a name.” We know that the plans of 

those builders came to naught, and the very name_that 
was applied to the place means “confusion.” 

About the time they were building that tower on 
the plains of Shinar there lived another builder whose 
home was not far from that locality. That builder 
was Abraham; and his story is vastly different. God 
said to him, “I will make of thee.’ How different 
when God says, “I will make of thee,” and when we 
say, “I will make for myself.” The Babel builders 
were scattered; history knows none of them by name. 
But from the time that Abraham went at the call of 
God to another land, a foreign land, a monument has 
been rising to him, tower upon tower, height upon 
height, until it pierces the heavens, and his is a life 
that towers far above the monarchs of his day. 
Amraphel was king of Babylon; some Pharaoh ruled 
over Egypt; Abimelech was king of Gerah; and Tidal 
was king of nations. Very little is known about any 
of them now, and that little has come down in history 
only because of their contact with Abraham. 

Somehow in all the ages those to whom God has 
said, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kin- 
dred, unto the land that I will show thee,’ have been 


honored above their fellows. We call these people 
missionaries, and Abraham was potentially the greatest 
missionary — except One—that the world has ever 
known. “In thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed.” The missionary’s life is the distinctive 
life; it is the. outstanding life; it is the life that towers ; 
nay, it is the life that IS a tower. 

Christian history is replete with notable examples, 
and one thinks of Morrison, Griffith John, Ashmore, 
Matthew T. Yates, missionaries to China, whose lives 
tower aloft above the mandarins, the moguls, and the 
emperors of that country’s almost ageless career. In 
thinking of. India there come to mind the names of 
Carey, Marshman, and Ward, the immortal trio of 
Serampore, and Adoniram Judson, whose names tower 
far above those of all the rulers of that country who 
took such delight in their persecution. The names 
of Livingstone, Stanley, and Mackay rise as Alpine 
peaks high above those of any of the monarchs of 
the Dark Continent. As the Washington monument, 
lifting its head more than half a thousand feet toward 
the sky, rises above the statues in the squares of the 
national capital, so do Cyrus Hamlin and Fidelia Fiske 
tower high above the Caliphs and Sultans of Turkey 
who sought to banish the Cross from their lands. 

A distinct call from God lies at the foundation of 
the life that towers. This call gives one the conscious- 
ness that he is on the right path, that he is fulfilling 
God’s purpose for his life. Thus he is able to. organ- 
ize his life around a central principle, and everything 
is made to contribute toward that end. For a life to 
amount to its best, for it to tower above the average 
of its fellows, it must be polarized around God's call, 
and must then revolve around that call as the earth 
travels in its orbit. No life will tower for the ages 
that is not polarized in the will of God. 

A second element in such a life is God’s call to a 
distinct mission. Not only must one be surrendered to 
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the will of God as a principle, but he must also ac- 
cept that will in a call to a distinctive sphere. of serv- 
ice. When a man finds his work, then everything is 
made to minister to its carrying on. He plans for 
it; he toils for it; he enlists the sympathy and co- 
operation of others for its success. 

Transfigured personality is a third element that goes 

into towering lives. One who yields his life to ‘the 
will of God, and knows that he has found the mission 
that is his Father’s choice for him, is so transformed 
and transfigured that he shines with a glory that 
a4 one, least of all himself, suspected was pos- 
sible. 
’ Dr. H. C. Mabie’s great book, “The Task Worth 
While,” has this fine passage: “The thing that has im- 
pressed me more than all else in reading the biog- 
raphies of missionaries, and in personal acquaintance 
with great numbers of them, has been to note what 
personalities they became as compared with the shrink- 
ing weakness with which they entered on their novi- 
tiate, or with some contemporaries who thought them 
throwing away their lives,” 

Three factors serve to account for such transformed 
personalities. First, the life is given to the highest 
possible mission: the saving of souls, the lifting of lives 
from the lowest depths to glorious heights. Second, 
the life is given to service that is entirely unselfish. 
No God-called man ever goes to the mission field to 
serve his own interests. Service of long continued 
unselfishness will transfigure any life. And third, con- 
tinuous sacrifice has its due part in the transformation. 
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Dr. Mabie further says: “It is the glory of Chris- 
tianity that it enables the sufferer to transcend his suf- 
ferings.” 

The secret of the towering life can only be com- 
plete subjection to Christ as Lord. Perhaps the most 
descriptive term for a missionary is “slave.” It is 
the title that Paul unhesitatingly gives himself: “Paul, 
a slave [bondservant] of Jesus Christ.” The apostle 
uses a startling expression: “But thanks be unto God, 
who always leadeth us in triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savor of his knowledge in every 
place” (2 Cor. 2:14). The picture is that of a tri- 
umphant procession in Rome. The ‘victorious general 
has returned to the imperial city, from some country 
that he has subdued, and the populace “has assembled to 
honor him for his achievement. The legions are in 
line; at the head of the column, in the triumphal car, 
is the general who has gained the victory. Chained to 
the car behind him are slaves, specimen captives from 
the conquered territory, exhibited as trophies of the 
conquest. That is the scene in Paul’s mind, and he 
says in effect: “The place that is mine is being bound 
to the chariot wheels of my Lord, there being exhib- 
ited as a trophy of his conquering grace; and as he 
leads me in triumph, he makes manifest through me 
the fragrance of his sacrifice everywhere.” That sub- 
jection, that yieldedness, that self-effacement lie at the 
foundation of the life that towers. 

Such is the life of the missionary of the cross. Such, 
too, is the life that God will give every one who lives 
for him, 





Can Christ Deal with the Tobacco Habit? 


T have been an active Christian more than four years, 
and the joy and blessings I have had in my Christian ex- 
perience are wonderful, for which I praise the Lord. My 
one determination is to press on for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

While rejoicing on the positive side, I am at times 
very much distressed on the other side. I have a habit, 
tobacco, that hinders my influence among other Chris- 
tians. I have prayed much; others have prayed with 
me for deliverance. I have tried over and over again, 
but the habit is just as strong as before. I am heart- 
broken, and am suffering from a nervous breakdown. 

I have succeeded in organizing three cottage prayer 
bands in three different towns, and we have had splendid 
prayer-meetings, and some gave their hearts to Christ. 
But today these three persons do not seem to have much 
if any confidence in me, and I think it is largely because 
I use tobacco. The first three years of my Christian 
work I got over fifty converts by house-to-house work, 
etc., but for the last six months the work has dropped 
down. 

I have tried so hard to quit tobacco, but it seems just 
about impossible, and I would be so very, very glad if I 
did not use it. My influence would be better, my testi- 
mony would go farther. What am I going to do? Can 
you help me?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


To this earnest, desperate cry for help the Editor 
replied in the following personal letter: 

“Suppose you owed one hundred thousand dollars, 
and had no money at all, not even a nickel. Suppose 
some friend whom you knew intimately and in whom 
you had absolute confidence told you that he knew 
that a multimillionaire had placed ten million dol- 
lars to your credit, in your name, in a reliable bank. 
Suppose you asked the officers of the bank whether 
this was so, and they told you that it was. Suppose 
you were assured by your friend, and by the multi- 
millionaire, and by the bank, that it was yours as an 
outright gift, forever. 

“Would you go back home and commence strug- 
gling to try to pay off your debt? Would you go up 
and down the streets and hunt for a job in order to 
earn enough to pay off your debt? Or would you 
thank God, and thank your friends, and draw checks 
and pay those debts as fast as you could write? 

“Do you think you would have faith enough in your 
friends, and in the bank, to start wiping out those 
debts without ever actually seeing the millions of dol- 
lars that had been placed to your credit? Or would 
you insist on seeing the gold, or the securities, or the 
money in some tangible, visible form? 

“Now God, who is far wealthier than any multi- 
millionaire, and who is omnipotent, and who is your 
Saviour and is able to deal with any and all sin, gives 
you his word, in the sixth of Romans and elsewhere 
in the Scriptures, that he has paid your whole sin- 
debt for you, and has also broken the power of sin in 
your life. Romans 8:2 specially tells you this: ‘For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death.’ 

“Do you see? It is doubting the Word of God if 
you struggle, and work, and try to set yourself free 
from the sin of the tobacco habit, when God asks 
you just to take his word that he has made you 
free from the law of that sin and of all sin. You 
have taken his word that Christ is your Saviour. He 








wants you to take his word, in exactly the same way, 
in quiet, simple faith, that Christ has set you: free 
from the power or law of all sin in your life. Bond- 
age to any habit, tobacco or anything else, is sin, — 
that is, of course, if such a habit defiles or weakens 
one, as tobacco does. 

“‘All things are yours, for you are Christ’s and 
Christ is God’s’ (1 Cor. 3:21, 23).” 

In an early issue of The Sunday School Times (Feb- 
ruary 12, containing the Temperance Lesson of Feb- 
ruary 27) a business man who was for many years 
the slave of tobacco will tell his personal story of 
the miraculous deliverence that the Lord gave him, 
The article is a postscript to “A Commercial Trav- 
eler’s Story,” by W. Gordon Hill, which was_ pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times in 1925 and is 
now issued as a handsome booklet, with portrait, by 
the Times Company in a form suitable for distribu- 
tion to business men or their employees (25 cents a 
copy ; $2.50 a dozen, or $19 a hundred, plus 10 percent 
for postage). The booklet is in three chapters: “Dis- 
obedience: Into the Depths; Confession: Out of the 
Depths; Restoration: Safe on the Rock.” It is a 
tragic story of sin, and a glorious story of redemption. 
In his forthcoming article Mr. Hill deals frankty 
and fearlessly with the question of tobacco and the 
Christian, and shows the full and sufficient miracle of 
freedom that belongs, by the right of Christ’s shed 
blood, to every child of God. 


“x 
Doing the Impossible 


How should we interpret Numbers 33:55 and Joshua 
23 :13?—A Pennsylvania Reader. 


God often tells us to do what only he can do,— 
that is, to do the impossible. This principle comes 
out in the two Scripture passages named. In the first, 
God says to Israel before they have come into the land 
of Canaan, after laying upon them the duty of driv- 
ing out all the inhabitants of the land from before 
them: “But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants 
of the land from before you; then it shall come to 
pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall 
be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, 
and a vex you in the land wherein ye dwell” (Num, 
33:55). 

Twenty-five years later, after Israel had been Ied 
triumphantly into the land by Joshua and had had 
many victories over the Canaanites, Joshua gave his 
last counsels to Israel. He reminded them that God 
had fought for them. He pleaded with them to cleave 
unto the Lord. He said: “For the Lord hath driven 
out from before you great nations and strong: but 
as for you, no man hath been able to stand before you 
unto this day. One man of you shall chase a thou- 
sand: for the Lord your God, ke it is that fighteth 
for you, as he hath promised you. Take good heed 
therefore unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your 
God” (Josh. 23: 9-11). Then Joshua continued: “Else 
if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, even these that remain 
among vou, ... know for a certainty that the Lord 
your God will no more drive out any of these nations 
from before you; but they shall be snares and traps 
unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in 
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your eyes, until ye perish from off this good 1 
which the Lord your God hath given you.” = 

In Numbers, the Israelites are told that it is their 
duty to drive out the Canaanites. In Joshua, they are 
told that it was God who had done this for them, and 
that God would not continue to do it if they failed to 
follow him. Exactly the same truth is given to us in 
the New Testament in the inspired word of Paul: 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. For it is God which worketh in you both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12, 13). 
The glory and marvel of the Christian life is that it 
is a continual doing of that which only God can do. 
It is even more than this: it is a continual living of 
the life that_only God can live. .“For to me to live 
is Christ” (Phil. 1: a1). 


=< 
Who Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart? 


In Exodus 7:3 and wh several other places it speaks 
of God hardening Pharaoh’s heart. Are we to take this 
literally, or did Pharaoh harden his own heart through 
selfishness, and God permitted it? In conjunction with ~ 
this please explain Romans 9 : 17-21.—A Michigan Reader. 


In several different passages/ and in several dif- 
ferent ways, the Scripture tells us of the hardening 
of Pharaoh’s heart at the time when Moses, under 
God's direction, was demanding the release of Israel 
from Egypt. Thus we read: : 

“I. [God] will harden his heart, that he shall not 
let: the people go” (Exod. 4:21). 

_“I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply my 
signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt” (Exod: 


7:3). 
“And he hardened Pharaoh’s heart, that he heark- 
ened not unto them; as the Lord had said” (Exod. 


7:13). 

“And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, neither did 
he hearken unto them” (Exod. 7: 22).- 

“And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go” (Exod. 8: 32). 

“And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and 
he hearkened not unto them” (Exod. 9: 12). 


“And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail. 


and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and 
hardened his heart, he and his servants. And the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let: 
the children of Israel go; as the Lord had spoken by 
Moses” (Exod. 9: 34, 35). 

“And the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pha- 
raoh: for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of 
his servants, that I might shew these my signs be- 
fore him” (Exod. 10:1). 

The obvious truth in this matter, in the light of 
the Scriptures as a. whole, is well stated in the Sco- 
field:-Reference Bible footnote on Exodus 4:21: “In 
the face of the righteous demand of Jehovah and of 
the tremendous attestations by miracle that he was in- 
deed: God, and. that Moses and Aaron were his rep- 
resentatives, Pharaoh ‘hardened his heart.’ Instru- 
mentally God hardened Pharaoh’s heart by forcing 
him to an issue against: which he hardened his own 
heart in refusal. Light rejected, rightful obedience 
refused, inevitably hardens conscience and heart. See 
Romans 9: 17-24.” 

Thus Dr. Scofield refers us to the New Testament 
passage about which the Michigan reader inquires. 
In Romans 9 we read: 


“For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for 
this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
shew my power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. 

“Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

“Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find 
fault? For who hath resisted his will? 

“Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against 
God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed 
it, Why hast thou made me thus? 

“Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and an- 
other unto dishonour ? 

“What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to 
make his power known, endured with much longsuffer- 
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 

“And that he might make known the riches of his 
glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory, 

“Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews 
only, but' also of the Gentiles?” (Rom. 9: 17-24.) 

There are mysteries, in the relationship of the 
sovereignty of God.and the will of man, which doubt- 
less no man in this present life can understand. To 
our little, limited, sin-blinded or sin-injured minds 
there seems to be a contradiction. between God’s sover- 
eignty and man’s freewill. We may find, when in 
the next life we come into the presence of God, that 
there is no contradiction. 


Back of all is God,—and God be praised that this” 


is so! But throughout the Scriptures there runs God’s 
urgent, insistent, loving, and warning appeal to men 
to make their own decisions to accept his wil! and 
enjoy the fullness of eternal life and the countless, 
infinite blessings that he has provided for all who will 
receive, 
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Our Family of Ten Atheists—and God 


A challenge to mothers with unsaved sons 


























I want to praise God and advertise what he can 

do in answer to prayer 

I was brought up on a “little island near the coast 
of Holiand. I had a good home. We were a very happy 
family of seven boys and one girl, I being the young- 
est boy. But ours was a godless home. My father 
and mother were atheists. They were high-principled 
people, but sternly set against religion. 

When I was twenty-one I left home to go to Holland 
to study law. Before leaving, my mother said to me 
that I was to aim high: I was to determine to “make 
myself.” She impressed on me what we had been 
taught, that only what we could see was real, that if 
there was a spiritual world it was subservient to the 
material, and that the God that some people talked 
about was only in their imagination. She filled me with 
the determination to oppose .religion in whatever form 
I might meet it. Till then I had not read the Bible, 
heard the Gospel, or ever heard a prayer. I loved 
my mother very much and was determined to obey her, 

But there was always an unsatisfied feel:ng in my 
heart. I wanted joy. It was- not pleasure I craved, 
I knew that, if plunged into the rivers of pleasure as 
I saw them, I would dash myself to pieces on the cruel 
rocks. at the bottom. There was a still small voice, 
but I did not understand. If only some one had spoken 
to me then, But no one ever did. 

We had one sister, our “queen.” She was very beau- 
tiful, and we boys almost idolized her. She had lived 
a sheltered life and was jealously guarded against 

evil, especially the “evil of religion.” She became en- 
gaged to a fine young man, a military officer. The 
time for the wedding drew near and great preparations 
were made. A-big dancing party had also been ar- 
ranged, to which.a hundred and fifty guests were 
invited. I went-home for the wedding. 


‘Two Days Before the Wedding 


__.Two days before the wedding my sister was-walk- 
‘ing out.in.the street with a friend, when they saw. an 
announcement. that some services were being held in 
a hall. She inquired who these people were, and was 
told that they were called Salvationists, who had come 
from England and brought a new religi on with them, 
She thereupon decided to enter the hall, and she sat 
through the service as one transfixed, For - the first 
time in her life she heard of the love of God and the 
sacrifice of Jesus. She heard of God’s plan to for- 
give sin. At the close her friend urged her to go 
home, but she refused. A strange light shone in her 

eyes as she went forward and asked the speaker if 
what she had said was really true. 

“Yes,” the Army captain replied, “and true for you 
if you ‘will believe it.” 

My sister knelt down and with all her heart believed 
it, and surrendered to G 

She went home very happy and told mother. It 
was a terrible blow for her, but she thought my sister 
would soon get over it. The next morning the Sal- 
vation Army captain called. I watched through the 
window. I could not understand it. I watched the 
face of the woman as she talked to my mother, who 
met all her advances with icy answers. She said she 
regretted that her daughter had been “caught,” but 
that that was the end of their influence. I saw the 
earnestness on the captain’s face, the light in her eyes; 
I knew she had something we did not possess.. And 
I envied her. 

My sister was like an angel. No argument could 
shake her faith, The wedding day came. I remem- 
ber looking down on the carriages as they swept up 
to our house (a wedding is a very great event in 
Holland), and I was longing for joy, but found it 
not even in’ the gay preparing for the party. 

The wedding ceremony was performed, and my sis- 
ter looked very lovely in her bridal robes. There was 
an unearthly light on her face, as jf she were living 
in another world. The dance party was opened; she 
only danced a little and then, accompanied by one of 
the bridesmaids, went upstairs. In a short time an 
alarm was sent through the house and we all crowded 
to the upper floor. 

There she lay, the bride of a’ few hours, her life- 
blood staining her bridal dress. She had had a hemor- 
rhage of the lungs; we could see that her hours were 
numbered. But God left her with us till the next day, 
so that she could speak to_us all about what had be- 
come so precious to her. Mother was very hard and 
unbelieving, and did not even relent when the last 
moments came. My sister said to her, “Oh, mother, 
if you fight against God, you and I can never meet 
again. I am going to Heaven where every one is in 
harmony and loves each other and God. If you re- 
sist God, you cannot come to that place.” 

We all gathered to see her die. We faced eternity 


| AM just going to give a heart-to-heart talk, and 





Mrs. Jonathan Goforth, of China, has sent The 
Sunday School Times this amazing testimony, 
with the following comment: 


The following story was handed to me by 
the writer, Miss Jean Graham. Before I had 
finished reading it the thought came, “ This 
must be shared with The Sunday School Times 
family.” Oh,mothers! Oh, Christian fathers! 
What a challenge is this to cast us on God for 
our children—to lead us literally to wrestle 
with God till break of day, like Jacob if need 
be, but never to give up until our children are 
prayed into the Kingdom! 


The story was written down by Miss Graham 
as told by the Rev. Mr. Leynse at a meeting in 
Peking last year, Mr. Leynse being one of the 
family seal ten whose experiences he tells. 








on that Good Friday. God sometimes speaks in a 
still small voice, and sometimes in a voice of thunder. 
In this latter way he spoke to us. This awful sorrow 
shook our foundations. We could not help her, and 
she. passed from us. 

The whole town was moved. As the funeral pro- 
cession passed, b.inds were drawn and shops closed 
all along the way. We were well known. The peo- 
ple talked in hushed tones of the young bride that 
lay in bridal robes in.her coffin, 

My mother was overcome with grief. For a time 
she fost control of her mind, and thought my sister 
was still a little child, and she went through the house 
searching everywhere for her and calling her baby 
name. The doctor said the only hope was a complete 
change. My father hurriedly engaged a nurse, not 
waiting to inquire if she wére “religious” or not. 
Under the guiding hand of God a Christian nurse was 
engaged. This woman set herself steadily to seek 
healing for both the weary mind and the sick soul. 

At the end of a year my mother returned, restored 
in mind, and a-changed woman. As she came into the 
room I saw the same look in her eyes that I had, seen 
in the Army captain’s when she had come to visit 
my sister. Mother laid a Bible on the table and said: 

“I am fifty years old, and I have just found out 
that I have built my life wrongly. I have shut out 
God. But I am starting now to live right. And I 
am. going to- pray till every one of my family is con- 
verted. I am going to make it the business of my 
life to. win you one by one to God. I believe God 
will allow me to live to see you each converted. When 
any of you.feel. yourselves even a little interested in 
God you will know that he is answering my constant 
mares for you.” She then knelt down and prayed for 
us all. 


I Hear My First Sermon 


We were all bitterly opposed to her religion. She 
went on her way believingly and prayerfully. One 
day she asked me to go to church with her. I loved 
her too much to refuse. That was the first time in 
my life I had entered a church or heard the Gospel 
preached. I myself had often given addresses on 
atheism. I made up my mind I would not listen to 
the preacher. Said I to myself: “How can that man 
believe what he preaches?” I found, after a while, 
that I was compelled to listen, and I was strangely 
moved by his words. My whole being seemed to be 
influenced, and I was strangely impelled to yield and 
believe. But I pulled myself up sharply and repulsed 
the influence. “This is man’s imagination,” I said; 
“I will have nothing to do with it.” 

I was strangely unhappy. I was still seeking joy 
and finding it not. I listened to talks on character 
culture; I searched into science; strove to reach 
heights of education; tried to find happiness in help- 
ing the poor; yet I failed to find what I was seeking. 
I know now it is not giving, — it is receiving: receiv- 
ing new life from God. 

I heard of a minister who was called “modern,” 
and I visited him. I explained my search after joy, 
and he told me I was taking life too seriously — said 
I needed amusement, invited me to dinner, and said 
we would have some games later. I was disappointed. 

I spent nine months of misery. One day I was so 
sick of the search for satisfaction, life seemed such a 
burden, that I determined to end it. I went to the 
beach and, without telling anyone (it would all appear 
accidental), I got into my bathing suit and swam as 
far out to sea as I could. My strength gave out, and, 
before sinking into unconsciousness, looking up to the 
heavens I cried, “If there is a God, I hate you. You 
took my_ sister away.” 


But some one had noticed my swimming so far out, 
and help was sent. When I became conscious I found 
myself staring at the wall-paper in my own room. It 
was a keen disappointment. I thought I had finished 
with life. 

When I recovered I left home one afternoon and 
walked and walked into the wocds. Hour after hour 
I walked, struggiing with misery. I did not return 
home tiil two in the morning. I passed my mother's 
door, The light was still burning. We always went 
in to kiss her good night. But I could not face her. 
She heard me pass, and guessed I was having a strug- 
gle. Although not strong, she got up and knelt in an 
agony, wrestling in prayer for me. She prayed until 
her strength was spent. But at five she had the as- 
surance that her prayers for me were answered. 

I could not sleep, I could not rest in my room. The 
unrest and struggle brought me eventually to my knees, 
and in absolute desperation I yielded myself to God. 
In a strange yet blessedly real way he revealed him- 
self to me. Oh!’ the peace—and the happiness! © It 
was heaven! 

When I went down to breakfast the next morning 
my mother met me with beaming face. Pi wanted to 
tell her; but she said, “I know it, my son.’ 

“Oh, mother, the joy of it!” I said. 

And she responded quietly, “Yes! And the duty!” 
I did not then understand. I do now. 


I Tell My Father of My “Foolishness” 


My father was opposed more and more sternly to 
God, and met my advances unmoved. I felt myself 
burning with a desire to do all I possibly could to 
undo the past, and to spread the good tidings of great 
joy. Although I had studied much for the law and 
was almost through with my studies, I could not go 
on with that. I must be a missionary. I told my 
father of my intention. He was a good father, and 
had made provision for me to get on in the word. 
was almost ready to take the place he had hoped I 
would take. He thought my new plan was absolute 
waste of life. How could anyone make a success of 
another line when so equipped for one, and having 
spent so much time preparing? And the thought of 
this “religion” was awful to him. 

He very plainly told me he could not abide such 
foolishness and would give me one day to think over 
the matter; I was then, in a word, to give my answer. 
I could not. alter my decision. My father* made it 
clear that I would be banished absolutely from the 
home — he would have one son less. I came to give him 
my answer. I wished to soften the blow by explain- 
ing. I felt so sorryefor him. But he stern'y asked 
for the one word. When I gave it, I had to go—at 
once. 

Only God and myself know what the next two years 
meant to me, To work one’s way through college was 
unheard of in my country,— it was not done. I was 
cut off entirely from home. Part of my punishment 
and the planning to turn me from my course was to 
forbid my mother to write to me. My letters were 
returned unopened. But we had made a compact that 
we would pray. How I prayed for father! In the 
street, at my studies, always, everywhere, I besought 
God to save my father. I struggled with poverty, — 
from two rooms to one room, from one to a garret, 
from three meals a day to two and less. 

Then, after two years, my father came to see me, 
Oh! the change! At sixty-eight years of age his 
proud, atheistic heart was broken down, and he re- 
ceived Jesus as his Saviour like a little child. 

And my brothers were all saved. One by one, as 
my mother said they would, they came to Christ. My 
father has gone to Heaven, and my mother is now 
frail and ill. I am hoping to be ab‘e to see her next 
year [now this year] once again. She is very ill and 


suffering. I cannot bear to think of it. I ask your 
prayers for her. She is dying of cancer in the 
stomach. 


PEKING, CHINA, 
ye 


The Sunday-school lesson for February 13 is “Mak- 
ing Our Homes Christian.” Useful books are: “Hints 
on Child Training,” by H. Clay Trumbull ($1.50, post- 
age 12 cents); “Father and Son,” by Philip E. How- 
ard ($1, postage 10 cents); “The Home God Meant,’ 
by G. N. Luccock ($1.25, postage 10 cents); and 
“Home Duties,” by R. T. Cross (25 cents, postage 3 
cents). The home-training of children is being more 
and more recognized as the most vital factor in main- 
taining @ Christian community. Teachers may recom- 
mend these books as of permanent help to parents. 
They may be ordered through The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia. 
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Sumatra has a population of perhaps one hun- 

dred thousand persons and, for two generations, 
has been the scene of German mission work, discour- 
aging and unpromising for fifty years, and then en- 
couraging in the highest degree because of a remark- 
able movement of God’s Spirit. So much so, in fact, 
that at present no less than sixty-five Christians have 
been gathered in 163 organized Christian churches and 
more than twenty-three thousand other natives are 
under instruction for baptism. In other words, about 
ha.f the population of the island is now essentially 
Christian. This remarkable story of God’s working 
is told in Licht und Leben (Light and Life) and is 
translated here in abridged form. 

In 1859, a missionary of the Rhenish ‘Society named 
Denninger escaped from the massacre in which his 
missionary brethren in Borneo perished, and reached 
the island of Nias where he began mission work. Not 
until 1874, fifteen years later, did the first converts 
trickle in. For decades after, the Nias mission con- 
sisted of but three stations on the coast. The inte- 
rior with its fierce and blood-thirsty people was closed 
to all foreigners. Yet the mission grew slowly, and, 
when the World War broke out, thirteen stations had 
been established and the Christians numbered about 
eighteen thousand. In 1915, the mission celebrated its 
fiftieth anniversary. 


Ts large island of Nias on the east coast of 


The Revival Comes.—Then suddenly, at Whitsun- 
tide in 1916, came the revival. Mr. Rudersdorf, one 
of the German missionaries, gathered his people for 
especial Bible study and prayer. They were the riper 
Christians and met in his home. But soon more and 
more came in, until, finally, the gatherings had to be 
adjourned to the church for want of room. And the 
church was filled. The beginning was at the Humene 
station, but it soon passed to other stations with re- 
markable power, then to the: outstations until the re- 
motest outposts were in its grip. Not only were 
Christians awakened, but heathen and Mohammedans 
began turning to Christ. 

Everywhere the révival was marked by the same 
characteristics. The people- felt themselves to be 
fore God’s holy presence. A sense of sin and of guilt 
broke upon them with elementary power. They cried 
to God for forgiveness. They came to the missionary 
homes in numbers such as no missionary on Nias had 
ever known before. For months, the missionaries 
were able to do hardly any other work than to hear 
confessions, —day after day and for hours each day. 
Missionary Fries relates that he would open his door 
at six o’clock in the morning to find the court outside 
crowded with people waiting to confess their sins, and 
they waited patiently until one after the other had 
gone in and come out again. If they failed_to get en- 
trance one day because of the crowd, they would 
come another. 


The Year of the Great Repentance.—And what 
did not come to the surface in these confessions! 
Things of which no one knew anything; crimes that 
had been committed years back. Regardlessly did they 
tear away the concealing masks. They wanted only 
one thing, to be free from the burden that pressed 
them to earth. Many at first delayed to come to con- 
fession, but later declared that they had no peace un- 
til they did come. “When I kept silence, my bones 
waxed old through my roaring all the day long” 
(Psa. 32:3). 

And the missionaries? They needed no longer to 
reprove and punish. This their consciences and 
himself did for the people. Often they trembled head 
to foot, standing as if overwhelmed before the mis- 
sionary pastor whose work now was to comfort them 
and to point them to the cross of Christ. As drown- 
ing men at_a board, so they grasped at the Gospel of 
Christ; w to them was really, at last, good tidings 
of great joy. “Where sin abounded grace did much 
more abound.” 

The missionaries askéd each other, “Is this thing 
which we are now experiencing a mere straw fire 
that blazes up only to die down again? Is this merely 
mass suggestion, infecting one after another?” But 
they recalled that their people were not excitable and 
easily-stirred folk as African blacks, but cold-blooded 
Malays whose whole point of view is dominated by a 
profound fatalism. And the spiritual movement in 
the hearts reached too deep. Not only were gross out- 
ward sins confessed, but the thoughts and intents of 
the heart, —the hates, jealousies, impurities, — that 
now for the first time became to them grievous sin, 
for which they must have forgiveness from a holy 
God. This was real repentance, and it is character- 
istic that the Nias themselves call the year 1916 “the 
year of the grect repentance.” 


Interest in Bible Study.—The new life demanded 
nourishment and strength, and this was another mark 
of its genuineness. A pathetic longing for knowledge 
of God’s Word manifested itself. The conventional 
church services no longer sufficed. Bible study meet- 
ings were started, prayer-meetings, evening assem- 
bhes for evangelism, group gatherings in the remoter 
hamlets. 

How differently now could the missionary speak to 
his people. Where before he had to choose narrative 
texts to hold their attention, he now could preach on 
almost any Scripture. Questions and answers in the 
Bible-study meetings showed a deep apprehension of 
the truths of salvation. One missionary reported that 
in almost every home in his section family prayers 
were being held. 

The bookshops were stormed for Bible portions, 
hymn books, and catechisms. Edition after edition 
had to be printed. Even the old people would buy 
primers and slates with a fixed determination of be- 
coming literate, that they too might engage in Bible 
study. Telegrams were sent to Amsterdam to hurry 
the shipment of Christian, literature and Bibles. Be- 
fore these could arrive, a little press was improvised 
to print the Gospels and Epistles in penny editions, for 
use at Bible classes. For the people could not wait 
for Bibles from Europe. When these at last arrived 
the news of their coming spread quickly throughout 
the village. The people began to come for them at 
6 P. M. By the next 7 A. M, they were all gone. 


A Bible Institute Founded.—The call for Bible 
teachers was so insistent that it. was necessary to es- 
tablish a Bible Institute for the training of laymen. 
It has been a remarkable feature of this revival among 
the Nias that it has provided its teachers and leaders 
out of its own converts: The revival has passed 
through its stormy period but it still continues in a 
steady work of grace and. new awakenings are re- 
ported, now here, now there, throughout the island. 

In 1919, the new Christians were called to undergo 
a special testing. The influenza in that year made 
its way over the whole world and Nias as other parts 
of the Dutch East Indies suffered fearfully. In many 
places, the number of deaths exceeded the births. 
Old people and children lay in their houses groaning 
and unable to help each other. Malaria and under- 
nourishment had reduced their powers of resistance. 
Yet the missionaries were able to report that nowhere 
did they hear the querulous outcries that formerly 


were so noticeable when they visited the heathen sick. 


Rather did the people exhibit an astonishing endurance 
and really Christian patience, which is not to be iden- 
tified with their earlier pagan fatalism. This was one 
important spiritual fruit of the revival. 

This revival was a mighty work of God. It exem- 
plified the words of the Lord to Nicodemus, “The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit” (John 3:8). 


In Heathendom.—The South African Pioneer tells 
us that human sacrifices still continue among the blacks 
of South Africa. A woman testified in court con- 
cerning the kidnaping of an innocent little native boy, 
knowing that he was to be murdered in cold blood. 
Asked how she could bring herself to participate in 
such an inhuman crime, she returned: “I would not 
have done it myself. In fact, I refused several. times. 
But he threatened me, saying he would cause lightning 
to strike me and burn my heart out if I did not. Yes, 
he is a powerful witch doctor and I believe he would 
do as he said.” 

So the three witch doctors cut the little boy’s throat 
and divided up his body, each one securing a share, 
for that was what they wanted, parts of the. body as 
medicine or charms. “Our Swazi natives with very 
few exceptions believe that parts of the human body 
ground up with other charms and ‘mixed with their 
seed at planting time insure a plenteous harvest just 
in the same way as we would expect eone .if we used 
up-to-date fertilizers. Two such cases of child mur- 
der for sacrifice have come. to light recently in this 
district, the last victim being the little boy who used 
to bring our milk. Poor little chap, his own uncle 
struck the first cruel blow and according to reports 
there are murders of this sort every year.” 

So do the children suffer, as among the Canaanites 
of Palestine, who interred living children in the foun- 
dation stones of the buildings to bring good luck to 
the building. 

There is a picture of spirit possession in the same 
article. In our little New Hampton church last Sun- 
day, the pastor read the first chapter of Mark and, in 
commenting, told the people that those of Jesus’ time 


(including Jesus, of course) were mistaken in sup- 
posing epilepsy and insanity to be demon possession. 
Our enlightened age knows better. So they talked in 
the eighteenth century, but many present-day psychia- 
trists would shake their heads at this “enlightenment.” 


When Hugh White showed his case notes to American . 


alienists, they did not suggest paranoia. Senility does 
not enter into these cases. Boys and girls are demon- 
ized. Insomnia and the aphasias have not been ob- 
served in them, and the proportion of the demonized 
to die or dement because of possession is infinitesimal. 

The amount of evidence for possession is so great 
that only the prejudice of traditionalism can with- 
stand it. Hardly a week goes by but the writer 
notices in some mission report unimpeachable accounts 
of demon possession. In the present article from the 
South African Pioneer, mention is made of Johan 
Mcbi, “one of our strongest Christian men and a 


great help spiritually in the work.” When quite young ¢ 


“the sp.rits came upon him” and he started to be a witch 
doctor. Afterward he became a Christian, but the 
spirits still troubled him. He would creep out at night, 


go off to the hills and wander there till late the next © 


day. Old Izak (another Christian) watched him and 
caught him several times, and after a struggle would 
bring him back and then pray. with him. ne night 
they were praying together in a kraal, when suddenly 
Johan fell down unconscious and looked as if he were 
dying. After a time he came to, but was utterly weak, 
for, as Izak said, “those spirits who had been his 
strength had left him.” From that day, however, the 
spirits never returned and today he is active as an 
evangelist and in praying with the sick. 


Bible Society Notes.—The Lord has faithful wit- 
nesses in the ranks of the colporteurs. The last re- 
port of the British Bible: Society mentions. one, a 
Chinaman, who has been thrice: robbed, in these troub- 
lous times. Lately he was taken by brigands, stripped 
of his clothing, and tied to.a treesto freeze to death, 
but was: happily released by another prisoner who was 
tied beside him, and who untied the thongs that bound 
him, with his teeth. _ ? 

Others have hardships that do not appear ordinarily 
in accounts of their work. Yi. Yong Bin is an uncouth 


Korean, but faithful. and. a. hard: worker. Mr. Baird . 


of the Fresbyterian Mission met him, trudging along 
a road fifty miles from Kanghei, carrying an enor- 
mous load of hemp to town on his way home. The 
country. people never have any money these days, so 
Yong Bin had exchanged his load of books as he went 
from house to house for strings of hemp which had 
finally amounted to a, very considerable load. He had 
already traveled twenty miles and had fifty more to 
cover. 

Then there is the lovely story of Mrs. Tabitha Won, 
a Korean Bible woman who: was converted after she 
had passed sixty. She gave up wine drinking and 
tobacco and learned to read. Then she traveled with 
another woman sixty miles over two mountain passes 
to attend a Bible study class at Hamneung. The next 
year she came again, and, this time, brought her en- 
tire savings, six dollars, which she invested in one 
cent Gospels. This load of some six hundred Gospels 
she and her companion carried: on their heads. Later, 
Mrs. Won traveled through the county in which she 
lived and one beyond in a highland district where the 
Gospel had hardly penetrated, distributing the Gospels 
as she went and telling the story of Christ’s love. At 
sixty-five she became a colporteur. of the British so- 
ciety and for many years traveled about Korea in sum- 
mer rains and wintér snows, over’ rough roads and 
through steep passes. These women. colporteurs of 
Koreaare no idlers. The :report of the British Bible 
Society says that the eight employed read to twenty- 
four thousand women and sold sixteen thousand vol- 
umes of Scripture last year. : ; 

Brazilian Baptists in the state of Espiritoe Santo em- 
ploy their own colporteurs—a precedent for 


churches elsewhere, — and last year put into circulation 


fully seven thousand books, 

Here is a pleasart incident from Buenos Aires. A 
gentleman entered the Bible Society’s depot and bought 
the finest bound copy of the Spanish Bible in stock, 
In conversation he made himself known as the Vice- 
President of the Argentine Republic, expressed his 
profound interest in the Society’s work, and declared 
that he, as president-of the senate, would do everything 
in his power to aid this work. 

Italians in a penal colony on the coast of Italy were 
visited by a colporteur and bought Testaments. When 
he turned up again they welcomed him with a barrel- 
organ, which they had, and cried out, “We have read 
the story of Zaccheus. We cannot invite you to din- 
ner nor restore to those whom we have defrauded. 
Neither can we help the poor, for we are poor and 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 


miserable ourselves. But we have accepted the Gospel 
and feel that God has heard our prayers and forgiven 
us.” 


Brief Notes.—The new-rich in Uganda, pros- 
perous from the cultivation of cotton, are buy- 
ing two things heavily, bicycles and Bibles. The 
import of the former jumped from 2,000 in 1923 
to 30,000 in 1924. In 1924, there were 21,000 
Bibles sent-to Uganda instead of the usual 2,000. 
Similar iarge consignments went ‘to the Teso- 
speaking people of Uganda, 10,000 copies of the four 
Gospels and Acts in one volume; 10,000 to the Gang- 
speaking, and 2,250 New Testaments to the Banyoros. 
The Teso Christians as a thank-offering for the cot- 
ton crop of last year dedicated $2,700 for the construc- 
tion of a church at Ng’ora. This year their gift goes 
to the building of a training center for girls and wo- 
men. Forty percent of the gifts of Teso catechumens 
goes to missions in Karamoja where two Teso Chris+ 
tians have faced persecution, loneliness, and hardship 
and have called into being a Karamoja church. Chris- 
tian Uganda as a whole contributes £100,000 to Chris- 
tian enterprises yearly. Nigeria about half that amount. 

Mr. Ruskin of the Congo Bololo Mission reports 
that he has at last succeeded in placing two teachers 
among the Bakwala, fierce and often cannibal people 
who are also necrophagous, digging up bodies and de- 
vouring them, so that relatives are compelled to bury 
their dead secretly and at night. This Congo Bololo 
Mission reports a thousand natives received into full 
membership last year, bringing the number of church 
members to nearly ten thousand. Teachers and evan- 
gelists number about 550 with 19,000 scholars, 

The Africa Inland Mission has two hundred mis- 
sionaries and about five hundred native helpers, lo- 
cated in five large fields in equatorial Africa. No so- 
licitation of funds is allowed, yet, since Mr. Peter 
Cameron Scott founded the mission in 1895, its needs 
have been constantly met. 


_ In an African Hospital.—Miss Gilchrist, of the Liv- ~ 


ingstonia Mission (Free Church of Scotland), Mwengo, 
writes: “Now and again we have a lion or a leopard 


* case, and quite recently had a woman brought in who 


was badly bitten by a crocodile. She had been stoop- 
ing to draw water in the ‘stream when the crocodile 
gripped her round the waist and thighs. With great 
presence of mind, her hands_ being. free, she caught 
the jaws of the monster and wrenched thetn apart. 
But she was severely wounded. Her friends impro- 
vised a stretcher and rushed her to the hospital, travel- 
ing through the night a distance of forty miles. She 
made a good recovery.” Dr. Brown of Itete, near 
Lake Nyassa, gives im, his list of afflictions treated, — 
with yaws, tumors, goiters, intestinal parasites, and 
what not— “leopard and lion maulings and_ crocodile 
cases.” ' 
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Twenty-four years ago Hunan Province was closed 
to foreigners and to the Gospel. Worse still it was 
the source out of which the shameful anti-Christian 
Hunan literature seeped over China. In 1924, the first 
meeting of the Hunan Christian Council was held in 
Changsha, with 232 delegates present, the ratio of 
Chinese to foreigners being six to one. Practically 
all the business -was discussed in Chinese by the Chi- 
nese themselves. 


The Sadhu.Singh has been speaking at great meet- 
ings in Assam, Bombay, and in Central and South 
India. The National Indian Mission Congress in 1925 
wanted to make him bishop of the new North India 
National Church, but he declined the honor. “I wish 
no high position; only to work as a humble servant 
of my Master.” ‘The Sadhu is suffering from a lung 
trouble, and from an eye malady which has threatened 
his sight, though now one eye at least is safe. Writ- 
ing some months ago he said, “I shall not be heart- 
broken. if sight goes. God has opened my spiritual eyes, 
the sight of which can never be darkened and I thank 
him for this gift.” The Sadhu seems to think that 
his earthly journey is drawing to a close. 


President Calles has subscribed 100,000 pesos to 
the Mexican Y. M. C. A. in the name of the govern- 
ment. 


When Mr. Butcher of the London Mission in New 
Guinea first went to the lard Hills, his station there, 
he passed through villages where cannibalism was 
still practiced, and where natives accosted him with 
menacing outfits of bows and arrows. The delta was 
largely unexplored. Now there are stone-jettys, hard 
roads, schools, houses, and hospitals. Port Moresby 
has grown to a town with broad streets, electric lights, 
wharves large enough for oversea vessels, modern 
buildings of concrete. The government co-operates 
with the mission in every way possible. 


Mr. Witt of the Liebenzeller Mission in Changsha, 
China, writes that, in one of his out-stations, a pair 
of old worn-out shoes hangs on a nail. A member of 
the church was showing him the building and came 
to these shoes. “These,” he said, “are the shoes on 
which our missionary walked long, long distances to 
save us.” Then he put them on his feet to show how 
he ought to imitate the devoted pioneer from the other 
side of the world. So did the old prophets emphasize 
their words with concrete illustration. 





Since 1900 the number of Protestant communi- 
cants in Asia has increased from 622,460 to 1,533,057} 
in Africa from 342,857 to 1,015,683 (not including 
Europeans); in Australasia, Latin America and the 
West Indies from 138,388 to 368,228; in Dutch East 
Indies, and so on, from 117,092 to 647,728. 

New Hampton, N. H. 








Fools for Christ’s Sake 


When giving out the Word in Belgium stirs 


up contempt and hatred 


By Edith F. Norton 
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The many friends of the Belgian Gospel Mission will be glad to learn that the Directors, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 

C. Norton, expect to arrive in America about the~middle of February, to remain for six months. During this 

time they will be open for speaking engagements throughout the country. If you would like to have them tell in 

your church or community the marvelous story of God’s working in Belgium, will you kindly communicate with the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia ? 


for some passer-by to pick up. “What a humiliat- 

ing spectacle!” one can just imagine some Ameri- 
can or British tourist exclaim. “A man like Mr. Nor- 
ton, university bred, to be going about continually, his 
pockets bulging out with tracts in ¢+~vo languages, stop- 
ping- men in the street, distributu.g to promenaders 
in the parks, or on the boulevards, throwing out his 
little books from the Mission automobile—no show 
of dignity whatever — what a spectacle!” 

Yes, and they. might add, “He has imbued the other 
workers of the Belgian Gospel Mission with the same 
spirit,” so that, for example, a Belgian young man 
converted in America,—a member of one-of the first 
families of Brusselsi—could come back to his native 
city and proclaim from the platform of the Mission 
Gospel wagon, to his own compatriots, the story of his 
sinful past and his marvelous redemption. No show 
of dignity whatever! This samé young ma‘, after the 
open air meeting was terminated, would take his camp 
stool to the middle of the great plaza, <1d gather 
around him all the gamins de la rue. Soon they would 
be singing together a Gospel chorus, and a little later 
the blessed words of John 3: 16 could be heard. “Fools 
for Christ’s sake,”— but how sweet it is to “suffer 
shame for his name”! 

Here in Belgium not all are eager listeners nor 
hungry searchers after the truth. We sometimes see 
people step from their automobiles at the Royal Baths, 
just across the way from our new Headquarters Build- 
ing, and they point up to the swaying sign: “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be,saved,” arid 
their sneer is unmistakable. At the outskirts of our open 
air meetings there will often be some supercilious ones 


[' WAS only a tract thrown out into the street 
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who designate tv as charlatans, and erploiteurs de la 
credulité. One man quite audibly announced, at one 
of these meetings, that we were all liars; whereupon 
an efficient but over-zealous policeman led him off 
as a disturber of theepeace. This incensed his imme- 
diate entourage, and one of ‘1ig defenders remarked 
agerievedly that in any case he had made only a “mild 
reflection,” 7 e¢., that we were all liars! 

But to return to the little tract thrown out by some 
of the Mission workers from the Mission automobile 
as it sped through the town of Enghien to a post far- 
ther away. It was entitled “How an Assassin Es- 
caped Death,” and told the story of Barabbas behold- 
ing Christ on the cross, occupying the place that was 
rightfully his, and his imagined musings as he gazed 
upon that sublime sacrifice. “I do not know~who 
you are, or what you are, but this I know, if you had 
not taken my place I should be occupying that cross.” 

group of Mission workers had thrown out this 
tract into the streets of Enghien, and a passer-by had 
picked it up. “Comment un Assassin echappa a Vexe- 
cution capitale.” We read and reread the title, and 
it reminded him uncomfortably of his own sinful past, 
steeped in drunkenness and things he would like to 
forget. Yes, and deeper still penetrated this uncom- 
fortable sense of conviction, for had he not even very 
recently been contemplating suicide in his hopelessness 
and inability to reform? “But this guilty one escaped 
the result of his sin,” he thought. “I will see how 
it was done,” so he read right through the little booklet. 

This man was one of the many hungry, waiting 
souls that God sends across our path here in Belgium, 
waiting for a tract or Gospel, for a printed invitation 
to our meetings, or for a billboard announcement of 
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special series of conferences. In how many diverse 
ways these elect ones are being reached and gathered 
in these days! 

This man, Mr, K——, «well educated and unusually 
intelligent, had arrived at the age of forty years, ut- 
terly indifferent to the things of God. The habit of 
heavy drinking was already fastened upon him. He had 
known the horrors of delirium tremens, and his physi- 
cian had pleaded with himeto let drink alone. He suf- 
fered the loss of his own.self-respect, and saw the natu- 
ral affection of parents and friends fading from his life. 
Disgusted and desperate, only the restraining grace of 
God had kept him from putting an end ‘to it all by 
self-destruction. His own shame was but intensified 
by the fact that his wife was a woman of exemplary 
character, and of irreproachable habits. 

Then came the day when the little book, miraculously 
appearing in his path, brought him the message that 
was to lead him into peace with God and to complete 
victory over sin. After reading it, his thirst for more 
light led him to write to the address of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission in Brussels. A New Testament, ac- 
companied by a kind and sympathetic letter, was sent 
to him. The letter warmed his heart, and the book 
astonished him. At the Catholic school in which he 
had been educated he had been forbidden to read the 
Bible, so that it was to him an utterly unknown book. 

He commenced its perusal, and followed it by a 
visit to Brussels the following Sunday in order to 1t- 
tend the preaching services. (How glad we are to 
announce that we now have a preaching hall in that 
very town of Enghien!) In a short time he humbly 
acknowledged Christ as his Saviour, and now has full 
victory over the evil habits and tendencies that for- 
merly wrought such havoc in his life. There is no 
ascribing to.any man the glory andepraise for his con- 
version, all belongs to God alone. Now, just a year 
after his conversion, he has written to us: “Glory 
to Thee, my God, who has so transformed my life that 
my relatives, although Roman Catholics, admit that I 
am no longer recognizable, and that my change is al- 
together miraculous. May all in the Mission be 
blessed, and may many more souls be brought into the 
light. To Thee, O Lord my God, be glory and praise 
and honor, for thou hast saved my soul.” 

Not only do such recitals of individual conversions 
come to gladden our hearts, but posts such as at Liege 
and Antwerp, where there have. been desperate at- 
tacks of Satan in the past, are now taking on stronger, 
truer life, and the audiences are growing from week 
to week. 

The Mission has been gladdened, by the visits of 
many friends from the other side last summer and 
fall. Recently our Canadian treasurer, Mr. R. V. 
Bingham, spent a blessed week-end with us on his way 
to Australia in the interests of the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion. Miss Carolyn B. Stephan, our American secre- 
tary, has given us the enjoyment of her radiant Chris- 
tian presence during several weeks, visiting all the 
posts, studying the field, seeking to absorb the Mission 
atmosphere. What a story she will have to tell to 
our American friends. 

How we wish all our friends could come! In Oc- 
tober we dedicated two new halls of meeting, one at 
Soignies, October 10, and another at Huy, October 24. 
Then on November 21, just after we had married our 
Prince Leopold to the Protestant Princess Astrid of 
‘Sweden, we of the Mission had a great day in open- 
ing our new building here in Brussels. All day long 
there were meetings—in Flemish and in French; 
from all the posts in the provinces our dear people 
streamed into Brussels carrying their tartines (bread 
dnd butter) with them. All day long the sound of 
hymn singing was heard in the Rue du Moniteur, 
“Glorié, Glorié, Hallelujah’ sang the Flemish; “A 
Toi la. Gloire” resounded in French, A heavenly accord 
we found is to be. 

We find nothing nearer to Heaven on this earth than 
our Quarterly Conferences, when all the workers come 
in from the provinces and we spend two blissfui days. 
One whole day of prayer, then the presentation of re- 
ports and brotherly discussion of problems, 

BrusseEts, BELcium. 
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A New Testimony in China to the 
Written and Living Word 


O RE-EMPHASIZE in China the integrity of 
the Scriptures and. the deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the plan and purpose of the Christian 
Fundamentals Mission for China, recently organized 
with the Rev. Walter Scott Elliott as its General Di- 
rector. Mr. Elliott is a member of the Los Angeles 
(California) Presbytery. He eand his wife. Dr. 
Eleanor Edwards Elliott,gfirst went to China in 1901, 
and since that time have been actively in the fore- 
front of missionary effort in that land. 
In writing of what he considers the greatest need 
of the China mission field today, Mr. Elliott says: 
“A quarter of a century ago, China was swept 
by a holocaust, known as the Boxer outbreak. Satan 
tried his best to wipe out every vestige of Christian 
testimony in that land of teeming millions. When 
my wife and I, in 1901, arrived in North China with 
a party comprising the first new workers to reoccupy 











Your Money 


OU sent the money across the sea 
That bought a Bible for young Sing Lee, 
And young Sing Lee, when he’d read therein, 
Proceeded to turn his back on sin. 
Then he rested neither night nor day 
’Til his brother walked in the narrow way, 
And his brother worked ’til he had won 
Away from their gods his wife and son. 
The woman told of her new-found joy, 
And Christ was preached by the happy boy. 
Some of the folks who heard them speak 
Decided the one true God to seek. 
It wasn’t long until half the town 
Had left its idols of wood and stone, 
And the work’s not ended yet, my friend, 
You started something that ne’er shall end, 
When you sent the money across the sea 
That bought a Bible for young Sing Lee. 
AMELIA Price Ayres, 
in The Sunday School Times, January 10, 1925. 


tae Bible you bought for young. Sing Lee 
With the money you sent across the sea 
Was the Word of God that saves from sin; 
But, alas, we confess with great chagrin, 
Some men you sent to teach the Way 

Are spreading the gospel of doubt today; 
And young Sing Lee is staggering back 

And getting his feet clear off the track. 

Arise, ye saints, in armor clad, 

And grasp the Sword and save the lad 
Whose name you know as young Sing Lee 
From demons and men across the sea 

Who would steal away the Book you send, 
And stop the. work that should have no end. 


Watter Scotr EL:tiort. 














the denuded field, we found it soaked with the blood 
of martyred missionaries, and strewn with the ashes 
of mission houses. 

“It was not long before we observed that Satan 
was changing his tactics. Having been unable to 
wipe out the testimony of Christ, he began his efforts 
to adulterate it. In one of the first new mission 
houses erected in that city of martyrs, and only 
two years after fourteen missionaries had sealed with 
their life blood their witness, as they perished by 
fire and sword, I first heard a missionary give voice 
to doubt concerning the Bible. My heart burned as 
I sat and listened to the man, sent to preach the 
Gospel to the lost Chinese, belying the one hope of 
man’s salvation. I arose at the close of the ser- 
mon and protested. 

“The faithful missionaries in that city of martyrs 
commended the protest offered that day, but it did 
not stop the course of this philosophy of doubt. i 

“In 1915, a group of young missionaries came 
out to China fresh from a_ theological seminary 
in America. I was then superintendent of the 
Sunday-school for missionaries’ children at the great 
conference center called Kuling, in  mid-China. 
These young men asked me to let them take 
all the boys over ten years of age who would, in 
the course of a short time, be going for further edu- 
cation to the colleges of America. The boys soon 
began reporting to their parents the things these 
young missionaries were teaching. They said the 
first chapters of Genesis were not to be taken liter- 
ally as being the Word of God. The miracles re- 
corded in the Bible, such as Joshua’s long day, were 
only old war songs, and the like. 

“IT went to the young men and told them that I 
could not be responsible for such destructive teach- 
ings and since it was out of my power, as super- 
intendent of the Union Sunday-school, to require 
them to adhere to standards of the faith, I would 
resign from the superinterdency. The leader of the 
group exclaimed to me: 

“‘Oh, please do not resign, Mr. Elliott. That 
would be the very worst thing that could happen. 
We were told by our professors in the seminary 
that we should always select a man with the reputa- 
tion of being a conservative and let him take the lead- 
ership, while we should stay in the background and 
educate the people up to the new ideas.’ 

“IT came to America in 1917, and in order to sat- 
isfy myself concerning the basis of this ‘another 
Gospel,’ I went directly to the theological seminary 
where these young men had received their training. 
For several weeks I sat in the lecture rooms with my 
notebook. I discerned that the philosophy of the 
new teaching was not based on the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, but rather upon hu- 
man reason, and the common experience of sunregen- 
erated men. I resolved then and there that when- 
ever I saw this work of Satan manifesting itself, I 
would ‘earnestly contend for the faith once delivered.’ 

“From small Leginnings we now observe the enemy 
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has come in like a flood. Surely the Spirit of the 
Lord is faithful to his promise in raising up a stand- 
ard against him. 

“We are convinced that a vigdrous protest must 
be made against the evil heart of unbelief which has 
crept into the missionary enterprise of the Christian 
church. But we are not blind to the possible mis- 
taken impression that might be createtl in the minds 
and hearts of those who are giving their money to 
the Lord, through the regular mission boards of their 
churches, were we to issue such a vigorous protest 
without a qualifying word. Let us say right here, 
therefore, that the majority of the missionaries who 
have gone out to China under the various denomina- 
tional, interdenominational, and independent societies 
to preach the Good News of Jesus are faithful to their 
trust. 

“On the other hand, the increasing spread of ra- 
tionalism in the large union missionary educational 
institutions is affecting the whole missionary body; 
and more particularly, the whole native church, to 
such an extent as to seriously imperil the existence 
of the Christian church in China.” |. 


A simple organization for carrying on the work 
in the United States has been formed. Dr. A. Ty 
Covert, Secretary of the Townsend-Vandewater Com- 
pany, of Long Beach, Cal., has consented to act as 
Secretary of the newly formed mission, and Miss 
Harriet Taylor, also of Long Beach, is Treasurer, 
In Canada, Roland V. Bingham, of the Evangelical 
Publishers, Ltd., of Toronto, is acting as the repre- 
sentative. 

Before Mr. Elliott sailed for China in December 
to form a field council to carry on the work, God 
gave him an earnest of his blessing. For more than 
a year, prayer had been going up for a printing press 
to be set up at Kuling, China. The purchase of a 
Gordon press has been made possible. A Christian 
woman before her death had stipulated that this press 
used by her husband in business should be sent to 
China for spreading the Gospel, and it has been ob- 
tained for a very small sum. : 

The work of the Fundamentals Mission for China 
depends entirely upon voluntary offerings. It is esti- 
mated that a yearly budget of $5,000 for five years 
will be needed to carry on the work effectively. Will 
you not pray for this new work, for its directors 
and officers, for the formation of the field council, 
that capable Chinese Christian helpers may be ob- 
tained, that ten million sound tracts may be printed, 
and that the $5,000 needed for the first year may be 
speedily supplied? 


JANUARY 22, 1927 


Should God lead you to have a part in helping 
stem the tide of Modernism in China, gifts may be 
sent to the Treasurer, Miss Harriet Taylor, 204 West 
Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach, Cal., or to the Cana- 
dian representative, Mr. Roland V. Bingham, Evan- 
gelical Christian and Missionary Witness, 858 Col- 
lege Street, Toronto, Ont., Can. All money con- 
tributed to the work will be forwarded to China with- 
out deduction, and numbered receipts will be issued 
by the Treasurer for each contribution. 


Sunday School Story Books 
By Jennie E Stewart 


ONE superintendent orders enough papers so that 
there will be one or two left over each Sunday. 
These she files away with all other leftovers until 
she has enough to make up some books. She gets a 
strong, tough cover-paper and covers this with a piece 
of cambric of pretty color. . Into this cover she binds 
a half dozen of the little lesson papers. 

The teachers use these books in reviewing past 
stories. The helpers at the Cradle Roll meetings use them 
to get stories to tell the children. The children look 
at them when they come too early and take great pleas- 
ure in recalling the stories that go with the pictures. 
They send the books to sick children who do not be- 
long to Sunday-school and many times it is the means 
of winning the child and his parents to the Cradle Roll 
and the Sunday-school. 

To make the covers, cut the paper -a little larger 
all around than the papers when laid out flat. Then 
cut the cloth an inch larger all around than the paper. 
Lay the paper on the cloth and turn the edges of cloth 
over the paper all around, with edges the same width. 


Take to the sewing machine, set the stitch extra long, - 


and sew the cover all around close to the edge of the 
turn-over. It is a good plan to pink or notch the raw 


edges, then sew close to the notches. Lay the papers -: 


on the cover, with the turned-over edges inside and 
sew with the machine right down through the center 
of the papers and cover. Tie the ends of thread. If 
the stitch is long and the thread as heavy as the 
machine will carry, this binding will be found to be 
durable and quickly done. No paste or glue is neces- 
sary. If glazed cambric is used it will last a long 
time without becoming soiled by little fingers. 
Bovutner, Coto. 














Three P’s for Sunday School Teachers 


How they make for effectiveness and efficiency 


By Homera Hodgson 














Perhaps this tested method for the preparation and teaching of the Sunday-school lesson will suggest some way in 

which your Sunday-school may be lifted out of the routine of careless or hasty lesson preparation to the place of 

consecrated efficiency for the Lord Jesus Christ. What would it mean to your school if every teacher should 

follow Mrs. Hodgson’s suggestions ? Why not clip the article and pass it on to your fellow teachers? A 

valuable book for your Sunday-school teachers’ library is ‘‘Preparing and Teaching the Lesson,’’ containing 

twenty-three prize competition articles; it may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, 
$1, postage 10 cents. 


HERE is a threefold division in’ the work of 
teaching ‘Sunday-school, namely: Preparation, pres- 
entation, practical and personal touch. , ; 

The most important part of our preparation is 
prayer. Pray daily for each child in your class, if 
possible, by name. Pray daily that you may teach 
well and show Christ to them all. What a wonderful 
thing it is to have God working for you, with you, and 
in you, and in those scholars, if you ask him to do so. 

Give as much thought and time as possible to the 
study of the lesson. Carry a notebook in which to 
enter any good ideas or illustrations for which you 
must be continually looking. Thus you will know your 
lesson well, and be able to bring it home to your pupils. 

In teaching you must know Christ, know the Bible, 
know the children, 

Be sure the child understands you. Use the short- 
est, simplest words possible. So many children get 
queer ideas because they do not understand even such 
words as “sin” and “iniquity.” Get the children to 
talk to you as much as you can, yet do not let them 
“run away” with the service. Get them interested in 
the Bible by every pleasant way you can. Remember 
that the knowledge of the Bible verses and prayer 
are the two railway tracks along which the Salvation 
trains generally run. 

If you have gifts or papers for the children do not 
give them out until the close of the service. It has 
also been proved advisable to take up the offering 
~— in-the service so the coins will not be dropped or 
ost. 

Above all things, keep good order; pray that they 
may behave well, and then suggest that any talking 
may be done outside better than in God’s house. 
Deeply reverent behavior on your part in the prayers 


will help. If anything falls or goes wrong, keep a 
grip on yourself and you will keep a grip on the school. 
Explain the mischance briefly, or better still, find a 
parable or moral in it, and you will carry the school 
from giggling disorder to interested attention. 

Change the order of the service frequently, so that 
there will be no monotony. Make remarks often about 
the hymns, telling brief, bright stories about them, 
or linking them to the lesson. Praise those who do 
well, and encourage even the worst ones, —they may 
be hungriest for a little love! 

The practical or business part of Sunday-school 
teaching includes careful handling of records, of 
money, and of birthdays and socials. Keep a careful 
record of name and address of each pupil or visitor, 
and mark the attendance regularly. (The vessels in 
the Tabernacle and Temple were counted, yet they 
were not so valuable as immortal souls!) 

Keep a record of birthdays, and remember each one. 
It is just a little attention that often cements the love 
for a teacher. 

Record the offerings and be extremely ecareful about 
every cent of the Lord’s money, ‘recognizing that it 
is the children’s love-token to him. 

Get to know the children so that you can estimate 
their needs and trials and joys better, and sympathize 
and understand them more, and pray for them more 
intelligently. To this end a few socials or other 
friendly intercourse on weekdays may be advisable, as 
you then become friend as well as teacher. 

If unable to teach any Sunday, get a good substitute 
ig time, give him all the lesson help you can, and 
pray'as much for him as for yourself. Pray about 
every difficulty. Then there will be no difficulties. 

NraGarRA FAtts, CAN. 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 6. THE PRACTICE OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 25 : 14-30 
Golden Text.—Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things ; enter thou into the joy of thy lord.—Matt. 25 : 21 

















The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


Make me a channel of blessing today, 
Make me a channel of blessing I pray; 
My life possessing, my service blessing, 
Make me a channel of blessing today. 


Verse by Verse 


ATTHEW 25:14.—His own servants. Note 
M the emphasis, especially as it bears on the ques- 

tion of the unfaithful servant. His goods. 
The things that essentially belong to him. The Lord’s 
interests in the world are entrusted to his people. But 
the special goods referred to here are particular en- 
duements given by God to his people. They may be 
regarded as identical with the gifts of the Spirit (1 
Cor. 12), or they may be taken as more generally rep- 
resenting such things as health, education, money, lei- 
sure, friends, and the like. 

Verse 15.—Several ability, This refers to what 
we may call a man’s natural gifts, those with which 
he is born. But the pupils will need to be reminded 
that even these are really given. Dr. J. M. Gray has 
written: “Nought have I gotten but what I received,” 
and these words are true in a wider sense even than 
that given to them in the doctor’s hymn. 

Verse 16—Traded. The parable of the pounds 
(Luke 19:11-27) makes it clear that the “trading” 
means doing the same things that the Lord would be 
doing if he were on. earth now. 

Verse 17.—Two talents. It is comparatively easy 
for some people to become prominent and to be at 
their best in the presence of great demands and great 
opportunities. But on the other hand, many people 
whose ,equipment is meager act as did the,man with 
one talent. Because they cannot be everything they 
will not be anything. But the hero is the two-talent 
person who faithfully does the work for which God 
gives him opportunity. Such know that they cannot 
be leaders in their set, but they cheerfully and gladly 
play the game for whatever they are worth. They 
are not “disgruntled.” They have no time or use for 
self-pity. They just get on with their job. Such 
Christians receive at the last the same commendation 
from their Lord that others more prominent have re- 
ceived (v. 23). 

Verse 19.—After along time. One of many indica- 
tions given in the New Testament that the Second 
Advent would be long delayed. Some people say that 
our Lord was mistaken in expecting the kingdom to 
be set up soon after his death. This is one of several 
passages that ought to correct such a view. 

Verse 20.—He that had received. The present parti- 
ciple suggests that the reception is a process which is 
continually going on. It is “grace for grace’ (Jchn 
1:16). This is in marked contrast with the perfect 
participle used in verse 24. The man who received 
but who did not use the talent by his neglect disquali- 
fied himself from receiving more. 

Verse 21.—Make thee ruler. The opportunities of 
earth are tests as well as training. God is training us 
here by all the experiences and circumstances of our 
lives to become members of the civil service of .the 
millennial kingdom. In the.parable of the pounds the 
reward is more specifically designated as authority over 
a certain number of cities (Luke 19:17, 19). In either 
parable the reward for good work is more work. 
Neither the millennial kingdom on earth nor Heaven 
itself is spoken of as occasions for mere idleness. 
“His servants shall serve him” (Rev. 22:3). The joy 
of thy lord. Not merely the joy that the Lord be- 
stows, but also the Lord’s own joy in the accomplish- 
ment of the task set before him. The joy of the di- 
vine worker is shared by the human. 


Verse 24.—A hard man. It is possible even for 
Christians to have very untrue ideas concerning the 
Lord. Plainly this man, though he was a servant, 
knew very little of the nature of his master. After 
all the years of relationship the best he can find to 
say is that his lord is hard. There is little love in 
that attitude. He had no sense of gratitude. 


Verse 26.—Slothful. Compare Romans 12:11. 


Verse 30.—Outer darkness. The important question 
arises as to whether the unprofitable servant represents 
any of God’s children or not. Some students think he 
is a type of the merely professing Christian and there- 
fore really unsaved; others think that .he represents a 
class among those who are really born again but who 
have failed to be ready for their Lord’s return. As 
far as the parable goes, the question is left in solemn 
uncertainty that the example may be a warning to all. 
But that it is possible even for Christians to be so 





Devotional Reading: 2 Corinthians 9g : 6-11. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Luke 16: 10-13: x Corinthians 
4: 2,8; x Peter 4: Mant 
Primary Topic: The of Three Servants. 
Lesson my hy ichew 25 : 14-30. 
Memory Verse: Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these, my 
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.— Matt. 25 : 40. 


June | aaah Three Stewards and How They Kept Their 


ie Material ;: Matthew 25 : 14-30. 
Memory Verse: Matthew 25: 21. 
Intermediate and _ Topic: What It Means to be a ren. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Scope and Spirit of C 
tian Stewardship. 











14 For it is as when a man, going into another country, 
called his own ‘servants, and delivered unto them his 
goods. 15 And unta one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to another one; to each according to his several ability; 
and he went on his journey. 16 Straightway he that re- 
ceived the five talents went and traded with them, and 
made other five talents. 17 In like manner he also that re- 
ceived the two gained other two. 18 But he that received 
the one went away and digged in the earth, and hid his 
lord’s money. 19 Now after a long time the lord of those 
1 servants cometh, and maketh a reckoning with them. 20 
And he that received the five talents came and brought 
other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me 
five talents: lo, I have gained other five talents. 21 His 
lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful ? servant: 
thou, hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee 
over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 22 
And he also that received the two talents came and said, 
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: lo, I have 
gained other two talents. 23 His lord said unto him, Well 
done, good and faithful ? servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will set thee over many thimgs; enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. 24 And he also that had re- 
ceived the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that 
thou art a hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow, 
and gathering where thou didst not scatter; 25 and 1 was 
afraid, and went away and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, 
thou hast thine own. 26 But his lord answered and said 
unto him, Thou wicked and slothful 2 servant, thou knewest 
that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I did not 
scatter; 27 thou oughtest therefore to have put my money 
to the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
back mine own with interest. 28 Take ye away therefore 
the talent from him, and give it unto him that hath the 
ten talents. 

1Gr,, bond-servants. 2Gr., bond-servant. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








unready as to be taken unawares by the coming of 
the Lord is quite clear from many Scriptures. — 
pare Matthew 24: 37-51; 25: 1-13; Luke 18: 1-8; 1 

12-26; 21:34-36; 1 Corinthians 9:24; 2 clr Bit 
5:9; Philippians 3:13, 14. It is possible for the soul 
to be saved but the life lost (1 Cor. 3:14, 15). In this 


sense “outer darkness” would imply exclusion from - 


the millennial kingdom, as probably in Matthew 22: 13. 

Luke 16: 10—That which is least. “A straw shows 
which way the wind blows.” A little test may be a 
great revelation of character. The boy who is dis- 
honest in pennies is not to be trusted in larger trans- 
actions. The girl who fritters away her moments will 
readily waste hours. We are, many of us, afraid that 
we shall fail in the serious crises of life. The only 
way by which we can reassure ourselves concerning 
this is by fidelity in the little things. 

This verse, as the context shows, has specific refer- 
ence to the use of money. If we are not faithful to 
God in the use of money and other material things, we 
are certainly not fit to be entrusted with the Word 
of Life. Money is a searching test of character. 

Verse 11—Mammon. This word is, derived from 
the Hebrew word aman which means to trust or to 
affirm. So “mammon” is the thing in which you trust. 
It stands especially for money or any material re- 


.sources. It is termed “unrighteous” because so often 


the man who has it trusts to it apart from any moral 
qualifications of his own. Whereas, trust in God in- 
evitably depends upon the individual being morally 
right with God. 

.Verse 12,—Another man’s. Fidelity is required if 
a man is to pass from , stewardship to» ownership. That 
which is another man’s is all material good, a trust 
from God as well as a responsibility to humanity gen- 
erally. That which is your own is the inheritance 
spoken of in 1 Peter 1: 4. 

Verse 13.—Serve, be bondslaves: of. The Christian 
is not to serve mammon, but to make mammon serve 
him. 

1 Corinthians 4:1, 2—The stewardship here in view 
is that of the preacher of God’s truth. It is a word 
specially addressed to us as Sunday-school workers. 

1 Peter 4:7.—Is at hand, literally hath drawn near, 
as in Romans 13:12; Matthew 3:2. No fresh dis- 
pensation now intervenes before the consummation of 
the King’s rule on earth. 


Verse 8.—Fervent charity, literally stretched-out 
love. The same word is used of the prayer- meetings 
in Acts 12:5. Love that stretches itself as far as it 
can reach in order to help others. Shall cover. Love 
is regardless of any sin which may have been com- 
mitted against itself (cf. 1 Cor. 13:5). It “reckons 
not the’ wrong.” 
Verse 10.—A gift. There is no definite article. Any 
gift, material or otherwise, is a trust to be administered 
for.the benefit of fellow Christians (cf. Luke 12: 
42, 43). 
Verse 11.—Speak, thus ministering spiritual gifts. 
Minister, thus ministering material gifts. The mis- 
sionary obligation of this passage will be apparent. 
A Lesson Outline 
I. THe CuristiAn’s ENDOWMENTS 
1. Personal 
(1) Bodily, —life, health, strength. 
(2) Intellectual,— reason, memory, knowledge. 
(3) Moral, — will, sympathy, indignation. 

2. Providential 
(1) Home. 
(2) Money. 
(3) Opportunities of personal contact. 

II. Tue Cnristian’s RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE EXER 
CISE AND IMPROVEMENT OF His GIFrTs 

1. For his own sake. 

2. For his fellows’ help. 

3. For the Lord’s sake, to glorify him. 


III. Tue Curistran’s REWARD 
1. More work. 
2. Wider opportunities. 
3. Greater usefulness. 
Golden Topics 
1. All life a trust from God. 
2. The sacredness of money. 
3. Response determines destiny. 
The Practical Aim 
To get the pupils to recognize the seriousness of 
life and the duty of service. 
TuNsRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


ye 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT is the real basis for all teaching concerning 
Christian stewardship? 
2..0f what great address is this week’s lesson a part? 
3. What value does the talent represent in the story? 
4. What does it mean in the Master’s service? 
5. In what respect were these three servants alike in the 
beginning? 
6. How were they alike in the time of reward? 
7. In what respects did the third servant differ from the 
other two when the lord returned? 

8. What did the lord do with that which his servants had 
gained? i 
9. What differences can you point out between this parable 

of the talents and the parable of the pounds in Luke 19? 
10. What is the chiet sin preventing the practice of Chris- 
tian stewardship in most lives? 


11. What is the great antidote for this hidden poison? 

12. In the exercise of a faithful stewardship, what un- 
limited resources are assured? 

13. During what periods may God’s stewards expect this 
abounding sufficiency ? 

14. In what things given for the steward’s handling may 
he expect this unlimited resource and power? 

15. What does the parable of the talents indicate as to the 
faithful steward’s activities in the future life? 

16. What are some of the responsibilities of Christian 
stewardship other than the disposition of money according 
to God’s plan? 

17. What free gifts, mentioned in the Word, may we 
rightly think of as talents to be put to work for our Lord? 

18 What are some of the helpful methods of practicing 
such complete stewardship of our whole lives? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrincipLe or CoMparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 





HE lesson itself plainly indicates our teaching 

principle, for in essence it institutes a comparison 
of three stewards as to their faithfulness. One is 
given five talents, another two, another one. There 
is thus a difference as to the amount entrusted to each, 
There is also a difference as to the use they make of 
this trust, but the differenees now resolve themselves into 
two, for the first two are alike in that each doubles his 
possession, while the third hides his away. When the 
lord returns each reports what he has done and re- 
ceives his reward. The words of commendation are 
the same for the one who has earned two talents as 
for the one who has earned five. Evidently the re- 
ward is conditioned not upon the sum total of return 
but upon faithful use of that which was entrusted, 
The third steward not only differs in what he did, but 
in that when he reported what he did he prefaced it 
by an excuse which earned him but the greater con- 
demnation. Instead of a reward he earned a rebuke, 
the loss of his talent, and punishment as well. In the 
giving of the unused talent to the one who had ten 
we have the only discrimination in reward between 
the one who was faithful with five talents and the 
one who was faithful with two. 

Another comparison that will naturally suggest itself 
is the comparison between this parable of the talents 
and that of the pounds. These are very similar and 
yet very different, in that in the latter there is equality 
of trust and difference of return upon the same amount 
of investment as well as difference of reward pro- 

ortioned to the return upon the original investment. 
There will, of course, be recognition in the teaching 
of the spiritual application, and emphasis upon the fact 
that our returning Lord will.expect. faithfulness in the 
use, of -every talent. and opportunity whether it be 
.gmmall or great. 

HuntTInopon, Pa, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Class Poet.”—To cach. according to his sev- 
eral ability (v. 15). Is it a matter of different abil- 
ities or a matter of different ambitions and applica- 
tions? Dictionary: Ability, ,vigor of mind, — which 
equals ambition (Mark 9: 23). When I was a young- 
ster in college I contended that any normal person 
could be just what he made up his mind to be in a 
very real and earnest fashion. I have not changed 
my opinion in the light of what I have seen in the 
years that have followed. My classmates, to put the 
matter to a test for a great joke, elected me class 
poet. I had never written a rhyme—was the most 
prosy man in college and about as far from a poet 
as a blacksmith is from a trained nurse. The boys 
gave me the laugh, and it was long, loud, and frequent. 
To prove my theorem I buckled down to the job and 
in course. of time (and it was a long, hard time) I 
promnens a “poem” that made a sensation when I de- 
ivered it on Junior Class Day. Money was raised 
by the students and it was published as a book. This 
was not a case of ability, but a case of grinding, 
gruelling work. And it was ‘hard work, b’leeve me! 
I had to sit up half the nights studying rhetoric to get 
my technique —to learn the trade, .as it were. Then 
I had to do hard thinking to get my ideas and shape 
them in words. I did it by virtue of the same dogged 
determination that made Demosthenes an orator in 
an ancient day and Disraeli in a,modern day. I found 
in a friend’s house one day a neglected and despised 
engraving, It was called “The Forge.” It had been 





made by a country blacksmith who had never before. 


seen a plate and graving tool. A dealer said the pic- 
ture was one of great value. All. of this is to pfove 
that with, God and; yourself everything is possible if 
you mean business. Never say “can’t” until you: try 
with all your might and main. Most great inventions 
have come this way. The Wright flyers were not 
balloonists. So’on, all down the line. Tfust in God, 
work hard, and you'll get there! Stewardship is not 
so much according to ability as according to determin- 
ation, 


Money Making.—Straightway he that received the 
five talents . . . made other five talents. In like man- 
ner he also that received the two (vs. 16, 17). Some 
years ago the Iron Rose Class sent some extra fine 
chickens to Missionary Slater at Etah, India, to put his 
six cents a day outcaste Hindus into the business of 
raising chickens. These outcastes began making money 
at once with eggs of the fine breed selling at fancy 
prices for settings. This was the origin of “Mission- 
aries in Feathers” referred to in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post as having come from a town called Coates- 
ville. This is what we labeled our shipments to In- 
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dia. It was thus these poor, submerged outcastes en- 
tered into the joy of their lords, as it were. Look 
what happened to the fellow who did nothing. 


Rich Christians.—/or unio every one that hath 
shall be given (v. 29). When some smart Aleck in 
the bunch around the store stove gets off the usual, 
“I don’t believe the Bible,” just tell him here at least 
is one thing in the Bible he has to believe, whether he 
wants to or not. The reason this store box doubter 
gets nothing is because he has nothing. It is an im- 
mutable law. As soon as you become a collector of 
coins, stamps, prints, books, or something, these things 
begin coming to you in a regular procession. Tom 
Windle was a coin collector. He was always finding 
copper and silver coins of rare dates. I have never 
found even one. I collect_hat hooks and have some 
beauties. “Where do you find such things?” ask my 
friends. “I never see any of them.” “They just sorta 
come my way,” I reply. The other day a Coates- 
ville woman died and left a large sum of money to 
two boys who were no relation and who are already 
well provided for. Why did not the money go to 
boys who. have nothing? Money is almost always 
willed to those who already have money. SAme with 
other things. Only yesterday a half bushel of fine 
strawberries was sent to Mrs. Ridgway. We can buy 
all the berries we want. Why were these not sent 
to Mrs.*Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch? Same with 
knowledge, and health, and friends. Dip into a sub- 
ject you have never touched and immediately the 
printed page and the personal touch begin to pour 
additional knowledge into you. The text is a self- 
evident proposition. What is the answer? If you 
really want a thing, get some of the.thing you want. 
If you want a relation to remember you in a will, 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. January 2.—The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2. January 9.—The Standard of Christian .Living 
Luke 6 : 27-38 
g. January 16.—The Christian’s Use of the Bible 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 
4- January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 
§. January 30.—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10: 12, rg 
6. February 6.—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
gy. February 13.—Making Our Homes Christian 
Ephesians 5: 25 to6°*4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5: 13-16; Acts 2: 42-47 
9. February 27.—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance Lesson.) .........+ +e..-Galatians § : 13-26 
10. March 6.—Sharing the Good News 
. Acts 8 : 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 
11, March 13.—Making the World Christian 
Matthew 28: 16-20; Acts 16 : 6-15 
12. March 20.—The Christian’s Hope 
John 14: 1-3; 2 Corinthians 5: 1-10; 1 John 3:2, 3 
13. March 27.—Review: Studies in the Christian Life 








then economize and save and get a stake. If you want 
technical knowledge, burn some midnight oil and get a 
nest egg of that knowledge. If you want the gifts 
Heaven has to béstow, lay up some portion of the 
heavenlies. For example, cultivate the grace of kind- 
liness or any of the other Spirit fruits and you will 
be surprised how the other good things will pile in 
upon you and make you the rich Christian in a very, 
real sense (Gal. 5: 22, 23). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best.oné each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet .explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents .in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
ee desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Only a Drop in the Bucket.—Thou. hast been faith- 
ful over a few things (Golden Text). It is told of 
a certain man in a big city that every night he was in 
the habit of visiting a haunt where poor wretches were 
accustomed to seek a temporary shelter, and of provid- 
ing at least one man with bed and breakfast. A friend 
undertook to argue with him about the uselessness of 
it in the face of so much want and misery, adding: 
“It is only a drop in the bucket!” “That's all right,” 
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was the reply; “I’m just attending to my drop!”— 
sent by J, A. Clark, Elland, Yorks»Eng. Prize ilus- 
ration. 


If It All Belongs to God.—And delivered unto them 
his goods (v. 14). Some one once asked George Miil- 
ler how much it was right to give to God. He replied, 
“I would rather put it another way. How much have 
you the right to keep?”—From Inland South Amer- 
ica, Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Very Careful.—/ was afraid, and went and hid 
thy talent (v. 25). A youth was leaving his aunt’s 
house after a visit. It was raining hard. Seeing an 
umbrella in a corner, he was about to open it when 
the old lady sprang toward him, exclaiming, “No, no, 
that you never shall. I’ve had that umbrella twenty- 
three years, and it has never been wet yet, and I’m sure 
it shan’t be wet now.” ‘Some folks’ talents are treated 
this way. Most likely the treasured umbrella was 
gone at the seams; so talents, laid away, become use- 
less—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Playing Safe.—I was afraid, and ... hid thy talent 
in the earth (v. 25). A motorist in the South once 
stopped for water at a dilapidated house- where a 
barefooted man, leaning against a rickety fence, was 
gazing meditatively acros$ a field that had grown up 


to weeds. “How is your cotton this year?” the motor- 
ist asked. “Well, sir,” replied the man, “I ain’t got 
no cotton. I didn’t plant none cause I was afraid the 


boll weevil might be bad.” “How is your corn?” 
“Well,” came the reply, “I didn’t plant no corn neither, 
for I didn’t know if we'd git rain.” The motorist 
hesitated. “How are your sweet potatoes?” he asked 
at last. “Well, now, stranger,” the man replied, “you 
see, it’s just this way: I didn’t plant no sweet pertaters 
cause I was afraid.the bugs might take them. No, sir, 
I didn’t. plant nothin’. I just played safe.”—From 
Youth’s Companion, Sent by Emma S. Keller, Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 


Mental Plowing.—Slothful (v. 26). “Thought you 
said you had plowed the ten-acre field?” said the first 
farmer: “No, I only said I was thinking about plow- 
irig ‘it,’ answered the second farmer. “Oh, I see; 
you've, merely turned it over in your mind!”—From 
the: Utica Observer-Dispatch. 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, thou hast 
mercifully provided us with gifts of mind and body to be 
used in thy service. Thou hast given us material benefits 
which enable us to live in the midst of life’s duties. We 
thank thee for these gifts, but we would be reminded today 
that they are from thee, and that we are holding these 
thy gifts in trust for thyself. We are not our own, we are 
bought with a price. Give us, we pray thee, the joy of 
Christian stewardship, not only of money, but of time and 


strength and all that we have and are. May thy gifts be — 


used to thine honor and glory, and not allowed to die 
through misuse or to be used selfishly. We ask all of 
this in the name’ of our blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There was once a man in an 
eastern city who had been very successful in building 
up a large business. He was proud of his business, 





GOOD CTEWARDS 
GAIN QQOMETHING FOR THEIR LORD 


DO YOU? 











and sometimes when he would be on the street walking 
with a friend he would see one of his horses and 
wagons standing by the curb. Quickly he would call 
his friend’s attention to that horse and wagon, and 
then he would walk up to the outfit and pat the horse 
and explain, “See, this is all mine!” You cannot 
blame him for liking a fine horse and a good wagon, 
but is it possible that he and some of the rest of us. 
may be so proud of what we call our possessions that 
we get to thinking about.them as belonging to us when 
really they are only loaned to us for a little while to be 
used? When George Williams, the founder of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, learned that his 
king was about to confer the order of knighthood upon 
him, an assistant said to him, “This is a very great 
honor, sir.’ But George Williams protested that the 
honor was not for him, but was due to his Lord. Then 
he and the secretary knelt down in his office and 
George Williams laid the honor at the feet of his 
Lord. Shall we remember today that what we have 
was committed to us for a little time to use, not to 
keep? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 
tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


Sent by W. J. Hart,:- 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“I am thine, O Lord.” 

“Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 
“Jesus paid it all.” 

“Must Jesus bear the cross alone?” 
“One more day’s work for Jesus.” 
“Faith is the victory.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts ot 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,0 pubuomcu by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Pubiica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The King of Glory” (51:1, 2). 

Psalm 24:1, 2, 7, 8%. 
cB 
p Psalm 116 : 12-14. 
“Thankful Tribute” (190 : 1-4). 

Psalm 95 : 1-7a. 
3% a). 
Psalm 96 : 1-8. 


“All His Benefits” (231 


“Bring an Offering” (191 
ve 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





‘How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


What it means to be a steward, as we 
see it in (1) Joseph, (2) Ruth, (3) Mary 
of Nazareth, (4) Timothy. 








1fE is far better than many words 

about living. So help your girls to 
see the principle of Christian stewardship 
as it was expressed in the lives of some 
of the young stewards of our Bible his- 
tory. They will remember it as they see 
it therein far better than through any ex- 
planation of it, because they will feel the 
beauty and power of life on such a plane, 
and they really want both beauty and 
power in their lives, however they may 
be living right now. 

All life is a trust from God, its sole 
Giver, but each life finds its focus for 
service in some special phase or field, 
Each life has some distinctive emphasis, 
or gift, or opportunity for which to ren- 

account unto God. Shall we look 
for these things in the four young peo- 
le mentioned above, out of a very long 
ist of young people in the Bible, who 
proved good stewards of their lives? We 
shall thus. lead our girls away from that 
narrow idea that stewardship is only a 
certain disposition of money or material 
wealth. 


(1) Every girl. knows the romantic 
story of that Hebrew slave boy (origin- 
ally of high birth and great wealth, as 
those things were estimated in his time) 
who in his young manhood became the 
acting sovereign of the most powerful 
government of his day. Every girl who 
reads her Bible at all knows, too, that 
this young Hebrew was ever conscious 
of God in his life, “acknowledged him 
in all his ways,” thereby rendering a 
good account to God in his stewardship 
over his position of great power. 

(2) Not one of your girls may ever 
be a steward over high position and great 
power as Joseph was, but every one of 
them already has some binding family 
tie, some God-given duty, which she may 
treasure as her dearest trust, as did lovely 
young Ruth, the Moabitess. In just the 
commonplace, everyday relations of life 
—in these obligations your girls may find 
Ruth’s joy in being a good steward ds 
a loyal and loving daughter-in-law ! 

(3) But sometimes God asks great sac- 
rifices of his young stewards. Of none 
has he ever asked so great a one as of 
Mary of Nazareth. When she accepted 
this trust with her quiet words of faith, 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be 
it unto me according to thy word,” she 
accepted all.the misunderstandings and 
loneliness of the months before the birth 
of her son and Lord, as well as that sword 
that afterward pierced through her very 
soul, in his life and death. But how per- 
fectly ‘she kept that trust the very love 
of that Son bears testimony, as does the 
last glimpse we catch of her, among his 
praying, believing disciples, after his as- 
cension (Acts 1: 14). 

(4) Can you help your girls to see that 
young man of Lystra, half-Greek, half- 
Jew, who accepted as his special steward- 
ship the devotion of his whole youth to 
the great apostle to the Gentiles? Even 
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as it was Paul's courage under persecu- 
tion that won Timothy’s first love, so 
Timothy stood by with his whole love 
and life, until that persecution had done 
its worst. Every girl must be some kind 
of steward over her own youth. What 
kind she will be is her only choice. 


Home Study 


Make a hist of from six to a dozen 
other young stewards, in the Bible, nam- 
ing that special trust over which they 
proved to be good or bad stewards. 


Decatur, Ga. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Talent tombs. 

Discussion: What can a fellow actually 
own, and how does he prove his title? 
Show the difference between ownership 
and. possession. 


Objective: A happy stewardship. 


AY, fellows, a, fellow does not have 

to dig a hole in the ground to bury his 
ta.ent. All he has to do is nothing. 
“Nothing” is a flimsy sort of element, but 
surrounding a talent it forms a crust 
that thickens and hardens into a tomb of 
concrete. And thus entombed, a talent 
perishes. It cannot even be returned in- 
tact, as the one-talent man returned his. 
A talent must be nourished and exercised 
to grow and bear dividends. That is what 
a talent is for. 

In Bonaventure Cemetery all the graves 
are above ground. Concrete vaults hold 
the mortal remains of those who were 
once alive. Walking in that beautiful 
cemetery the visitor does not think of 
the dead as under his feet: they are at 
his elbow. But you don’t have to go 
to the cemetery to find talent tombs; they 
are walking around on the street with 
their hands in their pockets or careering 
along the highway with their lives in a 
sling. Nuggets of gold are to be mined, 
but they have flung away their picks, and 
said, “We would rather make tombs.” 

Every fellow has some talent. Some 
have more ‘than others. It‘ was so in 
the parable: it is so today. What price- 
less equipment God has invested even the 





humblest fellow with, to develop his tal- 
ent and make it yield a rich increase! 

A boy asked me a curious question one 
day. He said, “What would you take 
for your right hand?” When I looked 
puzzled, he added: “I mean, if a doc- 
tor could just unhook it without hurting 
yot, how much money would you want 
him to leave in its place?’”’ Then I be- 
gan to think. My accident policy said I 
could have $2,500 if I should lose my 
right hand. No, I would not accept that, 
even if the accident could be painless. 
The policy said $5,000 for total disability. 
No, I'd rather keep my right hand. True, 
it had never done anything to startle the 
world, but it was mine. God gave it 
to me as my own exclusive right hand 
and if I should lose it I could never get 
another. Then the price began to go up; 
$10,000; $20,000 ; $50,000 ; $100,000! The 
boy was waiting for my answer. I said, 
“Boy, he couldn’t buy it with all the gold 
vou could pile up in the back yard!” And 
he exclaimed: “Whoopee! You are rich, 
aren’t you!” 

Then, fellows, I began to think sure 
enough. At what a figure I had appraised 
just one of my members! here was 
the left hand also to be accounted for — 
not so valuable, but a great help to the 
right hand in its work.. There were my 
feet also. I must list them in the column 
of assets, for they carried my hands about 
to do their work. 

Next came my eyes to see how, my ears 
to hear, and my brain to think, to plan, to 
devise. How high have the figures of 
wealth run by now? I thought, O what 
potentiality is wrapped up in just one 
ordinary man! But that was not all. 
Where did I get these vaiues. I did not 
give them to myself —and, if given to 
me, on what conditions? Well, I know — 
and you know—God gave them to me. 
But for how long? Forever? No. One 
day I must turn them all‘in and give-an 
accounting. When? I do not know, but 
it may be any day. He has not let me 
know just how long I can keep them. But 
I do know that. one day I shall surely 
stand before him to give the account. So 
then, what shall I do with these great 
values my Lord has entrusted to me as 
his steward, against his sure return? Shall 
I entomb them with neglect and idleness ? 
Shall I spend them for the transient 
things that perish with the using? Or 
shall I invest them in service for my 
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Master like a loyal steward who marvels 
every day that his Master should so trust 
h.m, that dividends may be yielded that 
shail endure throughout eternity ? 
GREENSBoroO, N. C, 
3 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ie ORDER to present this lesson story 
so that the children may get the real 
meaning, read the entire O:ivet discourse 
—the twenty-fourth and twemy-tith 
chapters of Matthew. It was just a few 
days before the crucifixion, and the Mas- 
ter and his disciples were spending the 
night on the mount of Olives. It may 
have been in the twilight or after the 
moon arose —a lovely time to listen to a 
story, so the disciples asked the Master 
to tell them one. They did not ask for a 
story of the long ago, but of the “end 
of the worid.” The Master told them a 
number of stories of the future. Some 
of them have already “come true.” But 
others were stories of his coming again, 
The lesson for this week is one of these. 

Let the children tell the story of the 
man who took a journey, and left three 
men to attend to his business while he 
was away. Explain that the “talent” in 
the lesson was a large sum of money. 
The three men each received different 
amounts according to their ability to 
trade, and were expected to increase their 
lord’s money in his absence. 

Call the attention of: the class to the 
cheerfulness of the two faithful servants 
when they met their master, and the ugly 
speech of the wicked and slothful servant. 
Tell also how these faithful servants 
were rewarded by receiving much more 
than had been given them at first, and by 
being made partners of: their lord. The 
servant who had mistrusted his kind, gen- 
erous master lost all that had been given 
him, and was punished besides. He must 
have felt very much ashamed when he 
learned that his master wanted the serv- 
ants to become partners in the joy and 
blessing of the kingdom. 

The children will readily see that the 
“man travelling into-a far country” is 
the Lord Jesus himself. He has gone 
back to his Father’s court, and has left 
his servants here to look after his busi- 
ness for him in his absence. Tell the 
class that the “talent” in his kingdom 
simply means the power ‘he gives us to do 
his work. Try to make this very plain 
to the children, and teil them that we 
should ask our Saviour himself to give 
us his heart of love to lead us to do the 
very things that are pleasing to him. 
When the Master was on earth, he “went 
about doing good” to the people who 
needed his help. So today the only way 
we can serve him is to love and help 
those who need our help. He accepts 
these little deeds of love, if done in his 
name, as if they were done unto him. 

In addition to this home service, we can 
also have a part in carrying on his work 
in the far-off heathen countries, by giv- 
ing our money to help -send missionaries, 
by being willing and ready to go our- 
selves if the Lord wants us to, and 
praying, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done.” It will be worth everything to 
us to hear the Master say to us: “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant ... 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


Crirnton, S. C. 
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Last Week’s|Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of January 30) F 


1. The Devil. 

2. By the Holy Spirit abiding upon him. 

3. That he might be able to help “them 
that are tempted” (Heb, 2: 18). 

4. That he comes at a man in an hour of 
weakness, often following an hour of exalta- 
tion; that he seldom tries to persuade us to 
do what is “‘wrong” on the face of it; that he 
can meet any man on his own ground, even 
Jesus the Christ, even to quoting Scripture 
in defense of his position; that when he 
leaves it is but “for a season”’—till this life is 
over. 


5. It appealed to “the lust of the flesh and 
the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of 
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for weekly study. 


or Bible institute. 


Bible Institutes 
Home Study Classes 
Sunday-school Teachers 


Dr. Chafer’s new book on the 
Fundamental Doctrines is now ready 


MAJOR BIBLE THEMES 


By LEWIS SPERRY CHAFER, D.D. 
President, Evangelical Theological College 


Author of “‘ Grace,”’ ‘‘ Satan,”’ “‘ Salvation,’’ “‘He That Is Spiritual,” 
“The Kingdom in History and Prophecy,” “ True Evangelism,” 
and other works. 





A series of iessons that was particularly prized. by many teachers was. 
the course on the great doctrines of the Bible prepared for 1925 by the 
Christian Fundamentals Association. Dr. Chafer wrote the main lesson 
article weekly for The Sunday School “Times during the whole duration ot 
this course, and the ‘practical value of ‘his studies has been evidenced by 
the many requests that have been received for these articies in book form. 


In the midst of his many dutiés as president of the Evangelical Theo- 
logical College, and his wide ministry as Bible teacher, it has been 


an arduous task for Dr. Chafer to round out this work to his satisfac- 
tion ; but the book is now completed with every chapter carefully revised 
and often amplified, fourteen suggestive questions placed at the end of 
each, and supplemented by many additional chapters in order to make a 
more complete treatment of the principal doctrines of God’s Word. 


The forty-nine chapters make up a manual characterized by clearness, 
brevity and accuracy, incorporating the most vital truths of the Scriptures. 
The doctrines have been treated in a popular way, each covered in only 
five or six pages, so that Bible classes will find them just the proper length 
Bible references are everywhere given and topical and 
textual indexes add to the usefulness of the book. 
reference work for individual or group study, independently or in church 


CONTENTS 





1. The Bible: The Word of God 
ll. The Bible: Inspired of God 
ill. The Bible: Its Subject & Purpose XXIV. Man: His Fall 
IV. God = Trinity : His Person and 
t 


Deity 
Vv. God the Father 
VI. God the Son: His Pre-existence 
Vil. God the Son: His Incarnation 


XXII. Satan: His Work and Destiny 
XXIII. Man: His Creation 


x 
XXVI. Sin: God’s Remedy for It 
XXVIII. Law and Grace 


XXVIII. Sehvares rem the Guilt and Pen- 


of Sin 
vation from the Power of Sin 











° 3 i XXIX. 
Vill Sao His Substitutionary XXX. of Rigteeusness 
IX. God the Son: His Resurrection wean iT 
and Ascension XXXHL. t ale sa 
X. God the Son: His Priestly Ministry XXXIV. “4 
XI. bas = Son: His Coming for His " N¥NXxyv. : Her Membership 
aints e : Her Missi 

XI. God the Son: His Coming with  XxXvit: ee 

His Saints XXXVI. & the New Creation 

XIII. God the Holy Spirit: His Person- XXXIX. 

ality XL. 

XIV. God the Holy Spirit: His Advent XLI. 

XV. God the HolySpirit: His Anointing aii: 

XVI. God the Holy Spirit: His Ministry LAY: the Old Test ‘ 
XVII. God the Holy ‘Spirit: His Baptism XLV. > coer Tees 
XVII. The Dispensations XLVI. the Believer’s Works 

XIX. The Covenants XLVI. the Nations 

XX. The Angels XLVI. the Wicked 
XXI. Satan: His Personality and Power XLIX. of the Redeemed 


The price of this work has been kept very low in order to bring it 
within the reach of as many as possible. 


Bound in cloth, 340 pages; only $1.25, postage 10 cents 


A small allowance can be made on quantity orders 
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It is an ideal text or 


XV. Sin: Its Character & Universality 
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life.’ It was Satanic in origin as many of 
our temptations, 

6. By the Word of God, the sword of the 
Spirit. 

7. That he kept his mind fixed on what God 
would think of the things the Devil wanted 
him to do; that he knew and brought to his 
aid the very words God has given for such 
guidance; that he knew the whole Scripture 
so understandingly that he -could detect a 
false use of its very words. 


8. That he “stands by” during the struggle, 
ready with. angelic ministry for the weary 
victor (Matt. 4:11; Mark 1:12); and that in 
Je-- Christ as our Saviour we now have one 
who is able to succor then that are tempted, 
because he was “in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin,” from whom we are 
to ask help “with boldness,” knowing we shall 
“find grace to help in time of need.” 


9. He knew it thoroughly, regarded it as 
authority from God, the final word in argu- 
ment over spiritual matters, could quote it 
accurately, and evidently cppreciated the “‘de- 
votional” value of the great Book of Deut- 
eronomy, from which he quoted three times 
in this struggle. 


10. Not only is it plainly recorded that the 
Devil left him only “for a season,” or “until’’ 
a suitable season presented itself for further 
temptation (margin of Luke 4:13), but it is 
easy to read in after events of more than one 
return of this tempter. Only death releases 
us from such possibilities, but Jesus can re- 
lease us from their power, in all points. 

11. See Hebrews 2: 18. 


12. There are three assurances in 1 Corinth- 





(Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
(. By Wade C. Smith 
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uthor of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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MATT. 25:14,15. 














‘lwas so slow in sounding the last gong. 
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ians 10 ; 13: Our temptation is not uncommon, “ 
it will not exceed our endurance, God will pre- . 
vide the way of escape. ‘ 
13. James 1 : 14 indicates that our own sinful 
nature is a source of temptation, 

14. As “with the temptation” (1 Cor..10 : 13). 
1s. See Galatians 6:1. 

16. There are two forms of “temptation” 
mentioned in the Word. The one mentioned 
in Genesis shows that God tested Abraham. 
James 1:13 makes it plain that God never | 
tempts us to sin, 

17. See James 1 : 2, marginal reading, ‘Count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers testings.” 


Have You Joined the S. S. T. 
Radio Bible Class ? 


N. TUESDAY evenings at 7.30 
o’clock, Eastern Standard Time, The 
Sunday School Times broadcasts the 
teaching of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessonse for the First 
Quarter of 1927. The lesson is being 
taught each week (D. V:) by the Editor, 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, and is 
broadcast from Station WRAX, wave 
length 268 meters, 500 watts, of Berachah 
Church, 1608 West Allegheny Avenue, 
Philadelphia. 

Letters or post cards from those lis- 
tening in,are cordially invited, to be ad- 
dressed to Radio Class, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

All who would like to be enrolled as 
members of The Sunday School Times 
Radio Bible Class are asked to send name 
and address to the Times, indicating 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and request- 
ing enrollment. To all such the Editor 
will be glad to send a numbered Certifi- 
cate of Membership, containing the Radio 
Class Scripture passage and list of les- 
sons. 





Children at Home 








Bob’s Pirate Book 
By Otis Charles and Sarah E. Loucks 


s6>A NNA BELL ANDREWS.” 
“Here.” 

“Wiila May Beattie:’- 

“Here.” 

“Robert Bruce Campbell.” 

“Here,” came a muffled answer, as 

Bobby slipped farther and farther down 

behind his protecting desk. 

Miss Dale looked quickly up from her 
register. “Robert, where were you this 
morning ?” she asked, 

Sixty-six second grade eyes turned 
toward Bobby and_ Sixty-eight ears 
awaited his reply. But they waited in 
vain. All at once, from somewhere, a 
big, hard lump rolled up into Bobby’s 
throat, and for once he was speechless. 
His two plump cheeks suddenly turned 
the color of the crimson -ramblers run- 
ning rampant over yonder schoolyard 
fence. 

Again came the question, “Where were 
you this morning, Robert?” and again 
the room was silent save for the solemn 
tick-tack, tick-tack of the big old clock, 
now minus its usual cheery smile as it 
gazed sadly down from its place on the 
wall at uncomfortable Bobby. 

“T’ll see you after school tonight,” was 
Miss Dale’s quiet remark, as she con- 
tinued the roll call. 

Never before in. Robert Bruce Camp- 
bell’s seven years of life had he known 
such a long, long afternoon as followed. 
Again and again he found himself won- 
dering. if the janitor had. forgotten to 
wind the clock, and why the principal 





But even the longest day must have an 
end, and finally closing time arrived: 
Books were put away, the flag saluted, 
and the class, with one vacant place in 
line, filed two-by-two from the room. 
When Miss Dale returned from seeing 
her class out of the building, she set to 
work erasing the blackboards, and Bobby 
never dreamed that the now repentant 
condition of his heart, as reflected in a 
much tear-besmeared face, was known to 











her. He was ashamed of his tears and 
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Lesson for February 6 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 


hoped she wouldn’t discover them. To 
the school principal and the superintend- 
ent, Miss Dale was known as “the teacher 
with an understanding heart.” Bobby 
was beginning to think of her as they did, 
though perhaps not precisely in the same 
language, as, without so much. as looking 
in his direction, she asked, “Would you 
like to finish cleaning the boards, Bobby ?”’ 

Would he? His answer was-a prompt 
and very vigorous use. of the eraser amid 
a thick cloud of white dust. 

“The boards is done. New can I clean 
the ’rasers an’ take up the chalk?” Bobby 
wondered if teacher had forgotten. 

“Yes,” came Miss Dale’s answer as she 
bent over her register, “and. then. you may 
take the. flowers to the basement and 
change the water on them.” 

After the flowers were cared for, pen- 
cils had to be sharpened, desks washed, 
and so many, many other things done, 
that by this time Bobby himself had al- 
most forgotten. ; 

“Get your cap and books now,” said 
Miss Dale at length as she turned to her 
locker for a parasol and bag. 

“Didn’t wear none,” and then, as 
Bobby reached into his desk for his books 
his face reddened. Thump! Thump! 
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‘Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
Fhese rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club. organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs: the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more-than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in: the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged. by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN, COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Thump! pounded his heart against his 
ribs. He was afraid teacher would hear, 
but she was fastening the windows and 
straightening tne shades and didn’t seem 
to be thinking at al! about him. But 
was she? bobby tooked at her very 
closely. He hesitated.a second and then, 
“Hey, Miss Daie,’ he biurted out, but 
in a voice so strangely thin and queer 
he almost thought it must be.ong to some 
other little boy, “Hey, Miss Dale, I mos’ 
forgot. ‘I want a tell you somethin’.” 

“Yes.” Miss Dale gave him an encour- 
aging smile. 

“Sec this?” 

She took the book he reached toward 
her and read from its cover the title, 
“Bob’s Pirate Book,” in big, glaring let- 
ters. Then slowly she. turned its pages 
filled with fiery pictures. 

“Well?” she. said, questioningly; still 
looking at the book and .away from her 
truant pupil. 

“Well,” he stammered, “well, you see 
it was like this; las’ night my Uncle Rob, 
what’s a sailor, ‘he come to. see: us, an’ he. 
brought me that book: An’,” Bobby could 
hardly manage his voice. which had begun 
to get queer and shaky again, “an’ this 
mornin’, on the way to school, I got to 
readin’ ’bout the pirates an’ —an” I for- 
got bout there bein’ any school or any- 
thin’. An’—an’ that’s why I stayed 
away—an’ didn’t come.” 

Miss Dale looked very grave. “And 
you lost. an entire morning’s work, 
Bobby. Now tell. me, what do you think 
should be done to a big, seven-year-old 
boy who wasted his time like that?” : 

Bobby studied the floor. “I d’know,’ 
he said at length, still looking away from 
teacher, “’less paps he orter stay im 
after school every day till all the time he 
lost is made up. But I’m sorry,” lower 
and lower bent the tousled head, “I’m 
awful sorry I did it, hones’ true I am, an’ 
—” But he didn’t finish, for all at once 
the big, round sob in his throat wouldn't 
stay‘ in its place: Teacher drew him up 
close, close to her side. “Bobby boy,” she 
said, “you've been one of my best helpers 
all the term long, so we'll let it go this 
once. But the next time, Bobby, the 
wmext time—” Bobby didn't wait for her 
to finish: “There isn’t goin’ to be no nex’ 
time, Miss Dale. Hones’ true, there’s 
never goin’ to be no nex’ time.” 

And there never, never was. 

Gary, Inp. 
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Keswick’s New Bible Center 


MAX* Christian people in the last 
few years have found Keswick an 
ideal spot for both physical and spiritual 
rest and refreshment at any time during 
the year. The autumn, winter, and spring 
months, while no conferences are being 
held, are unusually enjoyable in the Kes- 
wick climate and health-giving pine-filled 
atmosphere, strengthening and invigorat- 
ing. As more and more are coming to use 
Keswick as a rest home, the natural sug- 
gestion has come, Why not, from Sep- 
tember to June, a Bible Center, with cap- 
able, Spirit-filled teachers spending a 
week or two at a time and daily unfold- 
ing the riches of God’s Word to those 
who would welcome this privilege? 

After earnest prayer, the Council be- 
lieve this to be God’s will. They gladly 
announce the Keswick Bible Center. 

It should be clearly understood that 
this does not mean, in any sense, a. Bible 
School or Institute. The Council has 
no such thought; there .are such schools 
and institutes near by, in Philadelphia 
and New York, and at many other points 
throughout the land. The Keswick Bible 
Center would not attempt to offer what 
these schools so abundantly provide in 
the way of systematic curriculum and 
equipment of the Christian worker. 

But the Keswick Bible Center does of- 
fer rich teaching in God’s Word, and the 
object is to enable Christians not only 
to know the Bible, but really to use the 
Bible in everyday experience. In other 
words, they are helped to appropriate in 
actual life the’ knowledge they already 





have of God’s Word. 





Leading Bible teachers are being invited 
to come to Keswick for a week or more 
at a time, as their pians permit, and dur- 
ing the stay of each there wili be daily 
study of the Bible, to which all visitors 
and others who may be at Keswick at the 
time will be weicomed. The attendance 
at these sessions is entirely voluntary, of 
course; those visiting Keswick at the time 
will be perfectly free to attend the 
daily Bible Hour or not as they prefer. 

The rates for room and board at Kes- 
wick are unusually low, and there is no 
enrollment. fee for membership in these 
Bible classes, but it is believed that the 
necessary expenses will be met by volun- 
tary offerings. 

anon F, E, Howitt of Hamilton, Ont., 
who, was: one of the notable speakers at 
England’s Jubilee’ Keswick Convention in 
1925, and whose Bible studies at the Vic- 
torious Life Conferences at America’s 
Keswick last summer made a profound 
impression, will be the first of ther Bible 
teachers at the. Keswick Bible Center, 
from January 24 to 30. This is short 
notice, but doubtless a number will be 
eager’ to take. advantage of this rich op- 
portunity for Bible study while coming 
apart from ordinary duties to be restfully 
in fellowship with the Lord. Other 
speakers engaged’ for later dates are the 
Rev. O. R. Palmer and: Mr. Max I. Reich. 

Applications for rooms and for further 
information may be sent to Mr. Addison 
C. Raws, Secretary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 13. Expressing the Missionary Spirit. 
Matt. 9 : 35-38. 

February 20. Our Duty as Christian Citizens. 
Isa. 6a : 6-12. 

February 27. Practieing.World Brotherhood. 
Mark .3 : 31-35; Rev. 729, 10. 

March 6. Stewardship as:a Rule of Living. 
‘Matt. 25+ 14-30. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, February 6 


Interdenominational Fellowship through 
Christian Endeavor (Eph. 4: 1-6) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—Principle: of fellowship (1 John 
1:37). 

Tues.—Root of fellowship (1 Cor. 13 : 1-13). 

Wed.—Expression of fellowship (1 Cor. 
16 : 1-9). 

Thurs.—Charitableness (Mark 9 : 38-41). 

Fri.—Working together (Phil. 1 : 12-23). 

Sat.—Christ’s ideal (John 17 : 9-11, 21). 











What good have we learned about members 
of other denominations? 


What is the value of the Christian Endeavor 
union ? 


What united Christian Endeavor work does 
our society do along with others? 


T IS said that when Anthony of Bour- 

bon, during the French King’s min- 
ority, held the regency of France, he in- 
formed the Danish Ambassador that he 
hoped in a short time to procure a free 
passage for the Gospel throughout France. 
The Ambassador, a zealous Lutheran, 
expressed his pleasure, but hoped that 
Luther’s, not Calvin’s, doctrines would be 
taught. 
“Luther and Calvin,” replied the regent, 
“agree in forty points, but differ in one. 
Let those therefore that follow the tenets 
of those two unite their strength against 
the common enemy, and at better leisure 
and in a more convenient season compound 
their own differences.” 


4 

In a remarkable way the Christian En- 
deavor Society has, although unwittingly 
perhaps, followed the sound advice of 
Anthony of Bourbon. By giving atten- 
tion and emphasis to those principles for 
which all-sound and evangelical denomin- 
ations stand, and agreeing to disagree on 
the few and minor points of difference, 
a sound fellowship among young people 
has been built up. its one requirement 
is a sincere acceptance of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and devotion to him 
and to his Word, and on that common 
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ground, rich and poor, regardless of race 
or color, can meet as one in him, 


ve 


One of the results of such a fellows 

ship has been the breaking down of prej- 
udice against those of other denomina- 
tions, and learning to see the good in those 
who differ from us somewhat in minor 
points of faith. 
_ The Christian Endeavor Union through 
its branch and union rallies brings young 
Christians of many denominations to- 
gether for worship and praise. Here they 
may learn of the activities of other so- 
cieties, and here they may get inspiration 
for bigger things in their own society. 
Instead of a comparatively narrow de- 
nominational outlook they learn to think 
of the whole wide world for Christ, and 
to learn of ways in which other de- 
nominations are being used by him to 
spread the Gospel. 

The. Christian Endeavor Institute gives 
an opportunity for the exchange of plans 
and methods of work, and makes for 
sympathetic understanding and interest of 
the difficulties and problems of others. 


But in such a fellowship do we not need 
to guard carefully the principle for which 
Christian Endeavor has always stood, 
unity in Christ? It is not by interde- 
nominational fellowship that we are to 
have unity in him, but on the contrary, 
because we are in him, interdenominational 
fellowship is made possible. We see from 
1 John 1:7, that fellowship one with 
another is the result.of our walking in the 
light of God, which is Christ Jesus. And 
John 4:12, 13 makes it. plain: that love 
toward our fellow men is one of the re- 
sults of God dwelling in us, or as Gala- 
tians 5:22 puts it, it is a fruit of the 
Spirit. 

So therefore, in our Scripture lesson in 
Ephesians 4, Paul beseeches the Ephe- 
sian Christians to walk worthy of their 
calling in Christ Jesus in all humble- 
ness and patience, with their fellow Chris- 
tians. The nerve of this patient and fore- 
bearing walk with one another is (v. 4) 
the fact that they are members of one 
body, the true Church (Eph. 1:22), of 
which the Lord Jesus Christ himself is 
the head. 

Walking in God’s light means be- 
lief in his divinely inspired Word, 
and the recognition of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the world, as God’s 
only Son, and the acceptance of his -plan 
of salvation through his death on Cal- 
vary. There are influences at work to- 
day endeavoring to draw Christians into 
fellowship and work and worship with 
those who do not thus walk in God’s 
light, but who reserve the right to place 
their own qualifications upon the Word, 
and who refuse to recognize the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the unique Son of God, 
bringing him down to man’s level as 
merely an ideal and teacher. 

we 


Shall we not, therefore, on this anni- 
versary day, when we are celebrating the 
organization of the first Christian En- 
deavor Society, February 2, 1881, remem- 
ber in thanksgiving God’s faithfulness 
in holding the Society true to Christ and 
to the Word, and ask him to safeguard 
it through the coming: years from any- 
thing that would draw it away from the 
faith-once for all delivered to the saints? 

we 


A special “Christian Endeavor Week 
Package” has been prepared for use in 
societies, during the week of January 30 
to February 6. It contains helpful in- 
formation about Christian Endeavor and 
interdenominational fellowship, and a pro- 
gram, poster, and leaflets for the week. 
Packages may be ordered from the United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, 41 Mt. 
Vernon Street, Boston, or 17 North Wa- 
oe Avenue, Chicago, at 60 cents, post- 
paid. . 


ye 
How is our Society helping to promote 
fellowship with societies in other sound de- 


nominations? 


What are we making the basis of that fel- 
lowship? 


How wide is the circle of influence of our 
own society? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
































































Selling Our 
PURITY Products 
Every Home Uses. 
Easy Seller—Big Profits 


WE eliminate wholesaler and retailer and divide 
profits with those representing us. ‘lo pro- 

mote our products and establish our eran 

NO INVESTMENT necessary. pew de- 

livery and extend 30 days’ oak 

Special plan solves your financial problenis quick. 

ly. Buildsa repeat business with Guaranteed Pure 

Food Products, assuring a continual income year 

round. A worth-while Free gift to sales organize 

ers. Write to-day for offer. 


SRYRER eects. G. 


110 CRESTMO STREET, READ! ? 














AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 














EQUIP 


Your Sunday School with the Best Hymnal 


MAGNIFICAT 


NOTHING equals it. Those who desire hymns of 
the church and conservative uplifting songs for 
Sunday schools find the very best in MAGNIFICAT. 
Orders of worship, 2x departments provide for all 
eneral and special occasions. Hymnology ard mu- 
c of the hig test character. Examine MAGniFicat 
closely first. for examination copy. A postal 
card is Sollictene,, Give name of Church and Pastor. 
Bindings to suit $30, $35, $40, $45 the hundred. 


Songs for Little Singers Ne, 3. Primary teach- 
ers everywhere recommend ic each; 50a 
dozen. ‘Send postal for examiaction copy. 
HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila. ,Pa. 
National Music Co., 218 S. Wabash, Chicago, Ill. 


Church Furniture 
Globecraft Sbops 


Since 1876 

Fine church furniture, moderately priced. Tell 

us your needs. Before you buy—compare! 
Globe Furniture Mfg. Co. 

23 Park Place — ‘ortbville, Michy 



































. ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 

: pe 
lasses 


} Lowest Prices. Send for Tih Iilustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 00. 
Room 353. IOI" 1705 Chestrut Street, Bhiledelphia.Re 








VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON 











BRONZE 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Willi Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 856 W. 27th St.. New York City. 





When answering eioet amnante, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bibie Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee 


Christian Stewardship 


HE late Dr. Arthur T. Pierson once 

declared that “our Lord’s teachings 
as to money gifts, if obeyed, would for- 
ever banish all limitations on church work 
and all concern about supplies. These 
teachings are radical and revolutionary.” 
He went on to show how far removed 
they are from practical acceptance. 
“Nevertheless,” he wrote, “when these 
principles and precepts of our Lord on 
giving are collated and compared, they 
are found to contain the materials of a 
complete ethical system on the subject of 
money, its true nature, value, relation, and 
use. Should these sublime ° and unique 
teachings be translated into living, the ef- 
fect not only upon benevolent work but 
also upon our whole spiritual character 
would be incalculable.” 


January 31 to February 6 


Mon.—Matthew 25 : 14-30. 
Parable of the Talents. 


All three servants were “his own” (v. 
14). He could command them. He made 
all stewards of all he gave them. Two 
by use doubled their talents. One by dis- 
use lost even the one. (Read Prov. 11: 
24.) Are you “his own’? Entrusted? 
Commanded? Obeying? To be re- 
warded at his coming? To every servant 
is entrusted something, but more will be 
required (v. 27). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a new 
and higher sense of personal responsi- 
bility for all that God has committed into 
your hands, whether talent, or time, or 
money, or health, or education, or posi- 
tion, or opportunity, or influence, or any 
other “possession,” whether little or much. 
You hold atu in trust. A reckoning day 
will surely come. 


Tues.—Psalm 50: 1-12. God the Owner of All. 

“Ye are not your own” (1 Cor. 6:19), 
and even what you have is Another’s (vs. 
10-12). With nothing we came into the 
world; with nothing we pass through and 
leave it.. There is only one way whereby 
the houses and lands which we think we 
“own” can be made to abide forever. (See 
Luke 12: 33; 18: 22.) y 

PraYeER Succestions: Many an insti- 
tution, and many a servant of God, is ren- 
dering a maximum of service on a mini- 
mum of means, because others of God's 
servants have a maximum idea of owner- 
ship and a minimum idea of stewardship. 
Oh, what a change it would make tf 
things were different! Pray. 
Wed.—Malachi 3 : 7-12. 

Recognizing God’s Claims. 


Says Fausset on verse 9: ‘Those who 
retain God’s money in their treasuries 
[whether in banks or bonds, in houses or 
lands] will find it a losing possession. ... 
We may compromise with conscience for 
half the price, but God will not endorse 








the compromise. .. . If we would have 
| God ‘open’ his treasury we must open 
| ours.” 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for evan- 
gelical Christian enterprises of every kind, 
whether denominational or. independent, 
home or foreign, educational or evange te 
istic; Bible training schools and semina- 
ries, religious periodicals and other pub- 
lications, Scripture gift agencics and 
prayer movements; and for the supply of 
the needs of all these. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 3 : 1-10. 
Stewardship Rewarded. 


God’s way to opulence (vs. 9, 10) is 
very different from man’s way. How 
wonderfully is obedience to God (v. 1), 
which includes stewardship, rewarded! 
“Long life, and peace” (v. 2); “favour 
and good understanding” (v. 4); divine 
guidance (v. 6); “health” (v. 8); mate- 
rial “plenty” (v. 10). What more could 
be desired ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





INTERDENOMINATIONAL! 





Tue Nationa Bisre INstTITuTs’s 
RgesipentT SCHOOL AND 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 


EVANGELICAL! 


National Bible Institute 


340 West 55th Street, New York City 
DON O. SHELTON, LL.D., President 


i. THEOLOGICAL, 
Il. MISSIONARY. 


A new fire-p 
ted s at nt the boast of New 
and 


(Lesson for Feb. 6) JANUARY 22, 1927 


EVANGELISTIC! 


B. ALLEN REED, B.A.., Registrar 
HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer 


COURSES OF STUDY 


fll. CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE 
TV. CHRISTIAN SERVICE MEDICAL 
V. CHRISTIAN PEDAGOGY 


As an essential part of their preparation, students are 
given regular practical work assignments. 


roof buildi every convenience, mo 
ew Work City. Tuition free. 
Opportu 


Roo 
at reasonable rates. nities for self-help. 


Catalogue and further information, on request 





PraisE Succestions: Praise God for 
his own bountiful giving, and for the 
thousan?s of his children who have 
learned to pass on “hilariously” his gifts 
to others; “hilariously,” yet not thought- 
lessly, but with a full sense of prayerful 
responsibility as to where Gov would 
have each gift bestowed. Otherwise our 
giving may become a curse-rather than a 
blessing. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 8 : 1-9. 
Ideal Stewards of Money. 


Four things characterized these Mace- 
donian stewards: (1) Out of “deep pov- 
erty” they gave richly (thank God, too, 
for many of today’s “poor”’); (2) "Even 
“beyond their power” they gave joyfully 
and willingly; (3) They accompanied 
their gift with prayer, even “much en- 
treaty”; (4) They “first gave their own 
selves.” Ah, this last was the secret! 
Note also verse 9. 

PrayER Succestions: Pray for the 
destitute of your own community and for 
the poor and needy everywhere. If Chris- 
tiantty everywhere were thoroughly 
Christian, millions throughout the earth 
who are now almost without even the 
barest necessities of life would be speed- 
ily relieved, and Christianity would grow 
by leaps and bounds, even as it did in 
Pentecostal days. 

Sat.—1 Peter 4:7-11. Stewardship of Grace. 

God’s grace is “manifold,” many-sided; 
for with his Son, his largest manifesta- 
tion of grace, he not only gives spiritual 
gifts unto men, but also freely gives us 
all things (Rom. 8:32). And he would 
have us just as freely with him give all 
needful things to others, as he commanded 
his disciples (Matt. 10:8), and as the 
early church practiced (Acts 4:35). 

Says Dr. Pierson: “George Miiller, 
of Bristol orphanage fame, conducted 
for over sixty years enterprises requiring 
an average of at least a hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars a year. He 
found that it was safe to give to God's 
purposes the last penny at any moment, 
with the perfect assurance that more 
would come in before another need should 
arise. AND THERE WAS NEVER ONE FAIL- 
URE!” 


Sun.—2 Corinthians 9 : 6-15. Giving Cheerfully. 


Can an utterly unselfish person have 
joyous fellowship with a miser? Can 
God take delight in you when you with- 
hold the spiritual or material blessings 
which are not your own, but which he 
has entrusted to you for others? Bless- 
ings withheld are blessings “cursed” 
(Mal. 2:2). Blessings are real blessings 
only when cheerfully passed on. God alone 
is Owner; you are his steward. 

THEREFORE : 


Give as you would if an angel 
Awaited your gift at the door; 
Give as you would if tomorrow 
Were to find you where giving is o’er. 
Give as you would to the Master, 
If you met His searching look; 
Give as you would of His substance 
If His hand the offering took. 





SELECT NOTES | 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D 


Sunde 
i ta IQ? 
Its weal <3 waterna’ grves @ solid 
foundation for the spiritual and inspi 
rational interpretation of special 
themes. It is complete with maps, bib 
liography, teaching’ methods and 
abundant illustrations : 


e $3} 4@ net 


. WILDE COMPANY 


TREET BOSTON MASS 


FREE 


A copy of “‘ The Baffled Rabbi.” The greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. Sent FREE, 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 


521 West 179th St., New York City 
































FREE TRACTS 
Salvation tre Lord’ s Coming 


FOR CAREFUL DISTRIBUTORS 
New Jersey Tract Depot, Ramsey, N.J. 











TONY ROOK ¢*CHOOL 


A school Prepares Distictively 
for Boys for College Christian 


Stresses all-round development ina Christian envi- 
ronment, Intensive work under college trained 
teachers. Smail classes. ew $100,000 administra- 
tion building. Indoor and outdoor sports. 

Small number of new students accepted for 
second term beginning February, 1927. Write 
now tor catalog to Headmaster Frank E. Gaebelein, 
Box S, Stony Brook, ae Island, New York. 


English Ministerial Course 


leading to graduation. Study at home. For both 
sexes. Best books. nnouncements. Write Prof, 
C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


YOUNG MAN would like to make permanent cone 
pecdon, with institution or church deal ing wil hb 
children. E. M. H., 802 Witherspoon Bldg., Phila., 





























DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


ORIGINAL “GIST” FEATU 
International S. S. 


Lesson Text in roe Full Ex 
position; Important Words and Phrases Empl 
sized ; Condensation of Thought : Chances in ee 





CARRY IT-ALWA YS WITH YOU? 





- Version Noted ; Accepted Dates ‘and Piaces; Pra 
Meeting Topics.ete. xibls Binding, 35¢ 








@. B. REVELL CO., 156 Fifth Ave.. N. ¥.;_ 17 N, Wabgsh Ave., 





Cuticura Soap| 
Best for ee 


Soap, Ointment, Talcum sold everywhere. Samples 
free of Cutisura’ Laboratories, Dept J, Malden, Mass. 
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